The International TV by Satellite for Peace Culture  (ISPC)

By Prof. Ada Aharoni (IFLAC)
INTRODUCTORY VISION

It is never too late for the world to be what it might have been!

While most televisions are chiefly framed from the point of view and perspectives of the sensational and what is violent in our world, the “The International TV by Satellite  Network for Peace Culture” – the ISPC, will be framed by peace culture researchers, and it will have an agenda set by peace writers and media, including not only men in the top positions but equally shared by women.  Women often frame things differently than men do, and they are inclined to stress more the human and peace elements.  Peace loving men and women share universal values: love of the family and love of our children, as well as the basic values of caring and sharing. These are the values and ethics that will govern the frame of reference and perspectives for choosing the issues for the agenda and the programs of the ISPC. They will all be relevant to the sustenance and flourishing of humankind and to the building of a world beyond war, terror, violence and famine.

While many television networks, government agencies, universities, and civil society organizations, devote considerable resources to the study and covering of conflict, violence and war, there are almost no peace programs on global television dedicated to a systematic, sustained plan of action to provide meaningful and resourceful programs, to guide and educate leaders, teachers, students, youth and children, in the principles and human values of peace. 

There are likewise almost no television peace programs from the point of view of peace culture. Society loses a great resource by not using the voices and qualities of peace researchers writers and intellectuals. Generations repeat the mistakes of former generations and conflict, violence, wars, and the recent disastrous phenomena of suicide bombings – become unfortunately, permanent facets of human societies.  Most major Television Networks choose to constantly cover mostly bad and disastrous news, and constantly air homicide and murder films that have a negative and destructive influence on society, instead of programming and airing hopeful, positive and exciting films about our own lives and about how we can solve conflicts. The ISPC network will aim at doing that. It will function as preventive medicine to the possibility of horrendous violence, terrorist attacks and wars.

The main purpose of “Iflac Pave Peace” - The International Forum for the Literature and Culture of Peace, in founding the ISPC: - is to promote a global harmonious culture of peace by developing and implementing various unique programs of: peace news, peace films, women’s views, inter-generation dialogues, personal peace stories, peace literature and art: poetry, music, dance, songs, for all ages, as well as for children and youth.  This agenda will be part of the framework for the creation, developing and powerfully airing cultural and educational peace programs in all universal schools and colleges. These programs and films will be available in all parts of the world through a powerful global Satellite, as well as on the Internet, and they will serve all segments of human society, especially in conflicted areas like the Middle East.

Through in-depth, systematic and sustained programs of Culture and Education for Peace, and pluralistic international multicultural Forums for Literature and Culture programs, the paving of a Middle East and a global village beyond war will be facilitated. Generations of men, women, children, and new leaders, will be equipped with the necessary ethical values, insights and skills to decrease and overcome the occurrence of conflicts, and to prevent their descent into violence and war.  Women and men leaders, as well as every citizen of our global village, will be able to absorb peace values, skills and ideas from the ISPC, and to dedicate their talents and energies to the creation of a sustained and progressive culture of peace toward the building of a world beyond war, violence and famine.  


PRINCIPLES AND GOALS

The International Television Network by Satellite for peace Culture, is an independent, not-for-profit project, founded by IFLAC PAVE PEACE. It receives counsel from an International Advisory Board comprised of the Directors and Delegates of IFLAC in various countries, who are outstanding individuals and leaders from the academic, literary, social and philanthropic segments of society. The ISPC will coordinate its activities with its affiliate: PEACE FROM HARMONY.

The peace loving people of the world, who comprise the great majority of the citizens of our world, from all walks of life and from all parts of our global village, will be linked by the ISPC. We invite all peace loving people to demonstrate their initiatives and courage to join with millions of others throughout our global village, to build a World Beyond War and Violence, and to celebrate the true worth and power of peace culture and peace values.  Through our various informative links, and our exciting and influential programs, we will express and implement shared concerns and care for our large and precious human family. We will initiate, create and support actions from all governments, institutions, corporations and Non Governmental organizations that will enable humankind to live together in a balanced, harmonious and peaceful world.

We human beings, in the first decade of the third millennium, have the capacity to generate creative solutions and to resolve conflicts in a way that can benefit all life on the planet.  Our International Satellite for Peace Culture, will facilitate that, as well as promote a rich exchange of cultural values based on the common heritage of humankind spiritual history, literature, and stories, that will create bridges of understanding among people, nations and civilizations.  Together, we will develop and contribute a new collective wisdom and frame of values toward a new peaceful dimension of our humanity. 
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PROGRAMS

The Programs of the ISPC will attempt to transform the world from a violent planet to a peaceful planet, and to make it a better, more harmonious, more just, and safer place for all of us. The high-standard and highly professional coverage will be humane and democratic, and it will clearly demonstrate that we are all part of one humanity. To preserve our planet in these dangerous nuclear-bombs-times, we have to radically change our thinking concerning what kind of leaders we want for the preservation of our planet, certainly not those that go on waging wars. We also have to change the predominant coverage of mostly violent and destructive events in our media.   The major aim and challenge of the ISPC programs will be to guide and educate every citizen, every leader, and every new generation to become peacemakers, and to devote their talents, capacities and energies towards the creation of a civilization of well-being and harmony, based on a culture of peace. To achieve this, it requires a fully powerful network and satellite that can reach citizens all over the globe. 

We will translate works by major writers, philosophers and poets, that promote multiculturalism, pluralism and peace culture, and we will interview writers, poets and artists and make their works and peace messages accessible to the whole world.  The ISPC Programs will also be made available on the Internet, and a vast network of Internet Clubs will be built in third world countries, with access to all its various resources and programs.

Through the ISPC we will also air a “Peace Culture University of the Air,” that will develop a systematic and sustained program of study on the theory, principles and practice of peace. Among various other subjects, it will provide the study of the lives, thoughts and examples of great peace leaders, such as Mahatma Gandhi, Luther King, Anwar Sadat, and Yitzhak Rabin, and the various remarkable and outstanding women peace leaders and thinkers, throughout history, such asQueen Hatsapshut of ancient Egypt,  Florence Nightingale and Sister Theresa. The principles of these various Peace Leaders will be integrated into the daily agenda of the ISPC University of the Air. Its curriculum will include various subjects, such as: sociology, literature, art, history, psychology, and science.  We will also establish inter-related programs of “Regional Culture for Peace” units, which will examine in depth specific conflicts such as the acute Israeli – Palestinian conflict, and offer ways how to resolve them.   

We will moreover establish “Global Peace Culture” programs that will attempt to develop a global identity and consciousness of the individual, of ethnic groups and of nations, stressing our responsibility to the whole of humankind and to our planet.  These programs will particularly cover those regions where the ravages of war, terrorism, and racial prejudice, have created conditions of misery, fear and insecurity. 

Among the programs for children, we will include the IFLAC PEACE TRAIN Project, which is run in several countries, where children exchange peace greetings drawn on wagons of trains, with children across conflicted borders, as for instance, Israeli and Palestinian children, and Greek and Turkish children. We will also air beautiful, humane films for children, both modern ones, and old ones,  such as for example, those of Shirley Temple and Margaret O’Brien.

PEACE CULTURE LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Both women and men will be equally  trained and guided in acquiring and implementing peace culture leadership.

The British poet, Mathew Arnold wisely wrote about the possible peace power of women:
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purely and simply for the benefit of mankind,
it will be a power such as the world bas never known.
~Matthew Armold, BritishPot 1822-1888






Therefore, women, who are indeed the best ally for peace, will be trained on an equal basis with men, to acquire the knowledge and skills for successful peace-centered leadership, regionally and in the emerging global society.  “The Peace Culture Leadership” will be one of the intensive training programs on the ISPC agenda, aimed at equipping women and men with a strong background of peace culture and peace values, toward equal leadership with men, in all segments of society: government, civic, business, NGOs, professional institutions, work places and religious organizations. The program will focus on building the capacity of women and men leaders so that they will be empowered to develop suitable strategies for creating a culture of peace in their respective communities, governments, institutions and organizations. In particular, the program will: 

1. Equip participants with the principles of the equality of women and men.

2.  Provide the conceptual understanding of an enlightened and progressive peace-based leadership, formulated according to the principle of unity in diversity. 

3. A strong basis of the practice and ethics of democracy, characterized by inter-ethnic harmony and cooperation, as well as a deep respect for the human rights of all citizens.  

4. It will provide practical training in the basic skills needed to create            violence-free communities that include free and democratic decision-making.               5.   Methods of conflict resolution will be taught, widely used and applied.                    Participants will be trained to acquire the required skills for diffusing the program ideals into the public consciousness, including their governments.

FUNDING 

Funding for such a colossal and urgent project such as the ISPC, will be solicited from the UN, UNESCO, the WORLD BANK, and major institutions, including national and private corporations, foundations, and NGO’s, as well as from individuals.  The creation of the ISPC is crucial to the whole of humanity and to the whole world, it will function as a powerful “Preventive Medicine”, to overcome conflicts and avoid wars, terror, violence and  famine.

Among the individuals our fund raisers plan to approach, are: Bill Gates, and the well-known peace yearning actors: Richard Gere,  Jane Fonda, Joan Baez, Barbara Streisand, as well as other major figures who have shown support for the necessity of a culture of peace instead of the prevalent culture of violence and militarism. We will also apply to major networks to sponsor our programs.

A frequently asked question is: How can I help?  There are many ways in which we can help:

1. Individuals can help by writing to their Senators and Congress representatives, as well as to the UN, UNESCO, and the WORLD BANK, about the urgency to help us create the IFLAC  ISPN, and ask them for their sponsorship, help and participation.  

2. It will also be helpful if participants can send this ISPC Foundation Vision and Description, to others who share our commitment to global peace and to the building of a world beyond war. 

3. Individuals and corporations can help by making donations to the ISPC and encouraging friends and associates to do the same.

4.  We need the practical help of people who are versed in the Technology of Television and Satellites, and who can offer their voluntary services in all aspects of setting up the International Television Network by Satellite for Peace Culture.                                                                                                    

5. We need capable voluntary Fund Raisers, Public Relations persons and Secretaries, for coordinating communications and activities in the various countries.

6.  We need people who are ready to organize fund-raising dinners and events for the ISPC in major cities all over the world.  Our speakers will be glad to address such subjects as how the ISPC can create “A Healing Among Nations and Promote Global Understanding,” toward the creation of a better world beyond war. Our peace researchers, writers and poets, would be glad to present talks and artistic “Peace Poetry and Music” at fund-raising events for the launching of the ISPC.   
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WE CAN DO IT!

If we all join hands, both women and men, we can indeed create a powerful and effective ISPC that can totally ban both the concept and practice of war – and its whole paraphernalia from our lives and from our planet. Wars and violence are symptoms of a culture, and we will condemn them as the worst enemies of humankind, and powerfully change the belligerent violent lens to a peace culture one.  The ISPC will be a reaction to the disastrous mess we have made of our planet, and we will all help, to clean the mess, and restore sanity, beauty and joy in our lives. In doing so, we will use various modes and structures.  Humor will be one of our tools. It will be a way to strip the glorification of violence, murder and homicide, and to ridicule and condemn their association with the sensational and with sexism.  For those who doubt that ISPC can be effectively created,  and maintain that the CNN, and the BBC will consider to dominate the TV business, let us consider for example, the Al – Jazeera television. A few years ago it was difficult to imagine that a small new Arabic channel would lead news agenda, stir the world and throw serious challenges to media monopoly. Today, Al-Jazeera, a Qatar based independent television channel, stimulates and creates controversies in and out of the Arab world, Europe and America. This year Al-Jazeera in English provides to English speakers in the US, Europe and elsewhere, their own version of reporting, and its 'inflammatory' and biased programs often project one-sided views about the Middle East, the world's most turbulent region.  In spite of their sometimes lack of professional objectivity and one-sidedness, Al-Jazeera has become a powerful reality, and no major international TV station can afford to ignore it. CNN, ABC, NBC, Fox, BBC, German ZDF and NHK of Japan signed agreements with Al-Jazeera and they co-operate with it.  Although it was known to the western world only in 2001, from the very beginning of its establishment in 1996 it became a center of attention and a powerful global influence. 

The International TV by Satellite for Peace Culture, will air a completely different tune – that of peace among nations, and the promotion and  spreading of peace culture. It will counteract biased and violence-oriented reporting and it will air  realistic “Peace News”. It will demonstrate that global and regional Peace News and its progress are indeed “newsworthy”. It will frame peace perspectives and global and national peace culture progress objectively and with a high standard of professionalism.  It could start from one weekly hour, and gradually work up to 12 hours a day, broadcasting at the beginning from Israel and Ramallah, in English, Hebrew and Arabic, at the beginning, and gradually add other languages, when support is available.

The ISPC will powerfully weave the voices and strengths of peace yearning people, who comprise the great majority of the citizens of the world, and they will grow and blossom and bear peaceful fruit. It will be built on a value pattern of: sharing, wisdom, caring and love, for the benefit of all humankind and for the creation of a harmonious, peaceful, and prosperous new world. 

[image: image4.png]



Please send your kind donations for the support of the founding of the ISPC to: IFLAC c/o Dr. Ada Aharoni, 18 A, Amos St. Apt. 77. Nesher 36700, Israel.   Sites: www.iflac.com    www.iflac.com/ada   www.groups.yahoo.com/group/IFLAC  Email: ada_aharoni@yahoo.com
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