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Glossary of Terms

a) Culture - The Webster New World Dictionary describes "culture" as: "The development, improvement and refinement of the mind, emotions, interests, manners and tastes, as well as the, arts, ideas, customs and skills of a given people in a given period."

b) The Oxford English Dictionary adds that culture is "The intellectual side of civilization." The definition of "culture" used in the following article, is based on all the above.

c) Peace - Webster's New World Dictionary defines peace as: freedom from war, public security, freedom from disagreement or quarrels, harmony, concord, serenity, and peace of mind. 

d) Tikkun Olam (Hebrew) - Repairing the world - the ethical and moral improvement of the world. 
e) IFLAC - the International Forum for the Literature and Culture of Peace.

f) IPPN - International Pave Peace Network

g) Pave Peace - The required building and paving of the road to peace. 

Summary

This article presents a comprehensive vision of the urgent need of a new peace culture, literature and communication, which involves both regional and global implications. It discusses the implications, and the ethical and moral aspects of such a new peace culture in relation to society. It presents and examines various proposals and programs for the promotion of peace through culture, including literature, films, TV and Satellite, art, Internet programs, and video. It furthermore discusses the necessity of a new objective trend in the media, that should report on positive cultural developments, and not mainly focus on sensational reporting of crime and disasters that inflates the negative aspects of society, and is often a deformation of reality and normalcy. This new kind of a genuine peace culture and communication is required in order to improve regional and global well-being, and the building of a world beyond war. The creation of a cultural climate of peace can help to promote the harmonious enhancement and progress of our civilizations, which is crucial for the sustainable development of our planet in the third millenium. 

1.  Introduction: The Necessity of A New Peace Culture
One of the basic requirements for attaining an effective and sustainable development of the world at the dawn of the third millennium, is the creation and development of a new global and regional culture and literature of peace, as well as an objective, accurate, ethical, and honest media. This new peace culture and communications, should counteract and replace the culture of violence prevalent nowadays in many parts of the world, and in the global and regional electronic media. At the dawn of the third millennium, a harmonious peace culture, literature, and media, that describe, expose and promote the progress of human civilization, is urgently needed. Two of its major aims should be: 

a. To address the ethnic, ethical and cultural root-causes of violence, conflict, and war.

b. To build harmonious bridges of culture, understanding and respect among people and nations.

The "Webster New World Dictionary" describes "culture" as: "The development, improvement and refinement of the mind, emotions, interests, manners, tastes, as well as: the arts, ideas, customs, and skills of a given people in a given period." The Oxford English Dictionary adds to this definition, that culture is "The intellectual side of civilization." The definition of "culture" used in the present article, is based on all the above.

Culture is the essence of personal and national identity. What people read and watch, and the kind of culture, literature, values and norms they are exposed to, through books, education, the home, society, religion, the media, radio, television, movies, the Internet and videos - provide them with basic values, attitudes and norms, which affect and motivate them throughout their lives. The stories people read and hear as children and as adults, become an integral part of the core of their identity. Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Prize Laureate, wisely explained: "We are the stories we hear and the stories we tell." Even religions, which are an integral part of culture, are mainly built on stories and parables.

It is of crucial importance therefore, that those stories we are told, and which we watch on television, should be peaceful ones, that build and do not destroy. A "Peace Culture," therefore means, a culture based on the values and contents of peace, and promoting a harmonious climate of peace. Webster's New World Dictionary defines peace as: freedom from war, public security, freedom from disagreement or quarrels, harmony, concord, serenity, and peace of mind. It is in all these senses that the word peace will be used in the present article.

At the dawn of the third millenium, there are still more than forty wars being waged in the world, and any of these wars can turn into a major world war. Scientists have reiterated that if a third world war takes place, it would probably turn into a nuclear war, and in a nuclear war no side wins. Condemning the concept and practice of war, Einstein said: "War is a terrible thing and must be abolished at all costs"(1922). He also warned that when something exists, one day it will be used. Nuclear arsenals exist, and in much more quantities than is needed to blow up the earth. A global war with nuclear entry, would bring about the end of humankind. It would cause a "nuclear winter," where everything alive would perish, and those few who remain alive would envy the dead. It is therefore crucial to build and develop a culture of peace.

Another major reason for the necessity of a peace culture is that after a war, when peace agreements are reached and signed between leaders and governments, they do not necessarily translate into true peace between peoples. Mistrust, suspicion, hostilities, fears, resentments, and unresolved tensions, cloud and impede the development of normal peaceful relations between former enemies. A peace culture can provide the reconstructing of the image of the former enemy, as well as bridges of understanding between those who had been former enemies. When people come to know, appreciate and respect the culture of "the other," mistrust and fears are abated, and confidence and acceptance grows.

Some of the greatest generals, condemned war and praised peace, as for instance General Douglas MacArthur, who said: "Could I have but a line a century hence crediting a contribution to the advance of peace, I would gladly yield every honor which has been accorded me in war." And General Omar Bradley commented: "Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants! We know more about war than we do about peace. We know more about killing than we know about living…It is not the magnitude of the problem that is the great obstacle. It is our colossal indifference to it. " At the beginning of this new century, it is time to stop being indifferent about the devastating impact of our violent culture on society, and we have to address and solve this huge problem. 

The condemnation of a violent culture, implies a belief that it can be abolished. Among those who believed so, Evelyne Hardy maintained that "One day war will come to an end, not for moral reasons, but for its absurdity." This day seems to have arrived, for the concept and practice of war has indeed become more absurd that ever; the absurdity lies in the fact that nuclear arms, that are supposed to be measures of security, can ironically cause the annihilation of the whole of humankind.

For all those reasons, as well as many others, it is crucial to rapidly create and promote a new kind of harmonious and ethical, regional, and global culture of peace. This colossal task should be considered one of the major goals at the opening of the third millennium. It should be urgently treated as a purely defense measure of self-protection by humankind of its very existence. The promotion of a peace culture could create not only bridges among people and nations, but moreover, a regional and global climate which could function as the antidote to violence and war. 

Year 2000 was proclaimed by the UN General Assembly as the "Year of the Culture of Peace," and this is an important step forward. However, it should be accompanied and followed by an enormous, powerful, effective, and widely spread regional and global campaign, which can bring about the required change. Central to the resolution of that crisis will be the emergence of renovated UN system equipped with effective and well-financed institutions and based on the resolution of conflict through bridges of culture. Equally important will be the development of a vast network of effective institutions, governments, ministries of culture and education, and peace organizations in the world. They should together make the ensuing years of the "culture of peace" an influential platform for vast dynamic cultural activities. 

Together, they should revolutionize the electronic media to make it a truly peace vehicle, and should develop and spread programs of peace education, literature, and art, all over the world. Writing, theatre, films, poetry, painting, music, need to be creatively woven together in order to provide solidly sustained roots and background for a society at peace. There should be likewise, meticulous planning for future growth. All this requires enormous financial support, and it is suggested that the greater part of governmental war budgets should be turned into peace budgets. This would constitute a crucial step toward the deterrence of the destruction of humankind. 

Such a multi-layered framework of governance will not succeed however, unless it is paralleled by civil society, which must itself operate in an interconnected fashion at all these levels. In addition, the individuals in each country who usually have the most impact on issues of war and peace - politicians, financiers, intellectuals, writers, academics, electronic media people, and journalists - are often at the forefront of efforts to speed up, or slow down, the development of a peace culture, and better relations with potential enemies, or with former ones. Their influence on entire populations can be critical, and it is these groups that must be encouraged to take on the difficult task of adjusting perspectives and of making the "Year of the Culture of Peace" a truly powerful one, if regional and world peace are to be achieved. Furthermore, artists, writers, playwrights, journalists and electronic media people, should be themselves motivated to contribute the best of their talents toward the development and promotion of the culture of peace. 

Some of the questions that will be posed and discussed in this article are: How can a peace culture be developed? Can culture and literature help to repair the world? Can satisfying global living standards only be achieved by homogenizing the world's cultures? How can culture help in the resolving of conflicts? How can the electronic media become a vehicle of the culture of peace? Can women fulfil a special role in promoting the Culture of Peace? Is humankind able to self-organize culturally and ethnically in such a way that international law will banish wars and mass destruction? At the end of the article, some suggestions will be delineated in relation to the subjects and problems posed. 

2.  Research: The Challenge of Cultural Globalization

The challenge of globalization of a peace culture is crucial to the pursuit of democratic and humane global governance, and sustainable human development. Reforms in the cultural spheres are needed to inhibit the widening use of organized cultural violence within and among societies, and in global and regional communications.

Research is the first step toward examining and developing a dynamic and influential peace culture. What already exists, the regional and global compendium of peace works, literature and art, should be thoroughly explored. What has already been achieved in national cultures around the world, should be promoted, and utilized, at all levels. Various valuable literary peace sources that have stood the test of time, such as Tolstoy's masterpiece, "War and Peace," should be presented in films, on satellite and television, and used in education, and in the media, at all levels. Research should also highlight new angles of peace themes in classical sources, as for instance the condemnation of violence and the theme of peace in the major works of Shakespeare - "Romeo and Juliet," "Hamlet," "Othello," and "King Lear." And the fruit of this research should be offered to the wide public.

Those classical masterpieces of peace collected from the best cultural resources around the world, should be used as models in the present. They should be propagated widely through satellite and media, toward the building and developing of a healthy and vibrant global village beyond war and violence. This does not at all mean that satisfying cultural standards can only be achieved by homogenizing the world's cultures. People, nations and cultures are different, and they should do their best to remain so. It is the rich variety of cultures, traditions, customs, art, and literature, at their best, that add dynamic color and vivacity to the tapestry of global culture. All these have to be researched, and made available to the whole world. 

Research of creative new visions, outgoing, pluralistic, and holistic, should characterize the new millennium. The exploration and development of a positive and harmonious culture, based on the understanding and respect of other cultures, can play a major role in regards to avoiding conflicts and wars. The cult of defeatist impotence, that proclaims that humanity is doomed to suffer the tragedies imposed and caused by the culture of violence and marginal superficiality - should be fully and energetically challenged. Just as neo-liberal globalization is the product of patterns of human thought and action, so a preferable system and development of a global peace culture can be channeled, controlled and changed by human collective action. The process of advocating a new system must itself be connected to the ongoing initiatives of both civil society and states, and of the public and private sectors, of cultural and intellectual networks. 

There are several boons to be reaped from the development of a holistic culture of peace: 

a. It can function as "preventive medicine", for after coming into contact with "the other" and listening to the "story" of the enemy, he ceases to be an unknown threat. 

b. An open, harmonious pluralistic culture can not only help in preventing conflicts, but also in disentangling actual conflicts when they are taking place, through the building of bridges of culture.

c. And thirdly, it can help in building renewed trust between people and nations after the conflict or war is over, as it usually leaves deep residues of hatred in the hearts of former opponents. These cannot be overcome by guns or bombs, but only by understanding and respecting each other's entity, ethnicity and culture. 

d.  The above fact is true of both national and regional conflicts, and in general, in the attempt to "unviolence" the world, and to build a world beyond war.

There should be research of the major peace concepts and attitudes in all cultures, literatures and religions, and the positive commonality among them, should be thoroughly analysed and exposed. For instance, in the Bible and in the Koran, we discern the same stress on the search for peace:

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger that announces peace."
(Bible - Isaiah, Micah IV 4.) 

And in the Koran it is written: "He who walks with peace - walk with him." (Koran, Sura 48.)
It is important for governments, city councils, universities, research institutes, scholars, writers and literary critics, to set up global and national organizations and programs which would research and present the best national, and international literary and cultural harvest of ethical and artistic works on co-existence, multi-culturalism and peace. It is likewise vital to set up effective infra- structures which would explore, coordinate, promote, and spread such works.

The International Peace Research Association - IPRA, has been a pioneer in this required new trend, when it set up a "Peace Through Culture, Literature and Communication Commission," in July 1996, at its bi-annual General Conference, held at Queens College, in Brisbane, Australia (See Appendix 1). The title of this conference was: "Building Non Violent Futures." On this occasion, it inaugurated the founding of the PTCL: "Peace Through Culture, Communication and Literature," and of its Internet magazine "Horizon: Pave Peace", which have contributed to the crucial effort of building a non - violent international culture. The main aims of this Internet peace culture magazine, is to pave the road to a global cultural climate of peace and harmony, and to create through research and creative works, a new global "horizon" of peace and harmony, that would outlaw and ban the whole concept and practice of "war"- which should be made anachronistic in the third millennium (See the Ban - War Campaign and Petition, Appendix 2) 

"Peace Museums" should be established in all countries, to help make these cultural treasures accessible to the whole of humankind. Peace museums have recently been founded in various countries, in Japan (60 Peace Museums have already been founded), in England (Bradford), the USA, and even in such remote places as Samarkand. They have proven to be a great aid in conserving, promoting and developing the culture of peace, and they organize lectures and exhibitions of peace books, poetry, and art, presented to the wide public. That is, the Peace Museums are "alive", and they are becoming increasingly popular. They should be a "must" in every city and town in our global village, replacing war museums and horror museums, as for instance "Madame Tusseaud," in London, that adulates the murderers, violence and war, and the various arms and means of killing. It is no wonder that "Jack the Killer" figures are sometimes still polluting Britain; one was recently caught and the police found he had murdered more than sixty seven people. 

High level research institutes for researching the culture of peace should be established, and they should be as well funded as scientific and technological institutes, and they should replace war institutes. The Roman slogan "if you want peace - prepare for war," should be replaced today by: "if you want peace - prepare for peace." These peace institutes could organize the investigation of the resources and compendium of peace culture, literature, and art, in societies and civilizations all over the globe, in the present and in the past. In both eastern and western culture, the harmonious creative works of great peace writers and poets, such as the Indian Rabindranath Tagore, and the British peace poet Wilfred Owen, should be researched and widely translated and used in education and the electronic media, to build the required global cultural climate of peace and harmony, which is needed for ushering what most of the people yearn for - a world beyond war. 

There is a strong link between war and poverty, and this too should be researched. If the huge resources spent in preparing for wars, or in fighting them, could be used for solving the problem of poverty and famine in the world, in time, they would be alleviated and would disappear. Research on the building of a harmonious peace culture and media, should be a top priority in governmental budgets, and in local councils, as well as in global and international organizations, programs and projects. The result of the research would further usher the new, ethical and moral cultural climate which would have a preventive influence on conflicts and wars, as most wars and conflicts have at their roots ethnic and cultural causes. This has again become evident in the recent tragic cultural and ethnic conflicts and wars all over the world, such as in Ireland, Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo, Chechnya, and Lebanon.

3.  "Repairing" the World Through Culture and Literature

Culture in general, with its main components: literature, drama and art, is a basic and powerful determinant of how people envisage their lives and world, and interpret them. As art and literature can be used for either good or ill, it is vital to promote a culture based on values of peace and harmony, so as to produce through their reflection, an effective and sustainable development in the world. Public consciousness should be made aware of the power of culture to enrich the spiritual, ethical and moral standard of living, and to generally improve and "repair the world." 

This view of a constructive, ethical and harmonious culture does not imply an escapist or unrealistic attitude. On the contrary, the underlying sources and grievances of people and nations should be thoroughly investigated and addressed, not only socially and politically, but also through the projection of effective films, art, literature and drama. Cultural and artistic means, should also be used to celebrate the beauty of the world, and to describe the joy of life and of creation. Their power should be used not only for abating and overcoming conflicts, but also for maintaining a realistic optimism for the present and future. The pseudo - fashionable literature of doom, despair, self-centered egotism, horse-play, and cynicism, which often characterizes a branch of post-modernist writing, should be replaced by responsible writing that covers real life. 

Literature, films and art, involve a sharing of stories, poems, myths, paintings, sculptures, dance and experiences. They often entail a graphic and artistic portrayal of the now mediated by what might and should be, as well as what should not be. The resulting tension between the actual and the hoped for, is what produces the central dilemmas that lie at the heart of a positive culture and great literature and art. It involves the imagination, passion, vitality and ethical intensity of the artistic wisdom of writers, poets, artists and people in the cultural media, who desire to creatively perfect the world. This implies a caring and reforming attitude, and a responsible love of humanity and of life. It also involves the belief that the world can indeed be improved, as well as the innovative courage to take upon oneself the mission to change it. In Hebrew, this responsible and engaged attitude is summarized by the pithy epithet -"Tikkun Olam" - Repair of the World. 

A source of help for the repairing of the world and promoting the Culture of Peace, are the non- governmental organizations NGO's, that are becoming a growing force. They could help a great deal in disseminating the climate and knowledge of the culture of peace. The role of non-governmental organizations is important, as they reflect a reality in which freedoms and rights can be achieved. In establishing voices that encourage the freedom of the individual and the promotion of peace, non governmental organizations provide examples and set the tone for new approaches. However, there seems to be little information about them, in relation to the possibilities of art and literature as peace-building vehicles.

 One of the active international non-governmental organizations centered on the "culture of peace," is IFLAC: The International Forum for the Literature and Culture of Peace (Appendix 1). At its International Conference in the Galilee in June 1999, on "Conflict Resolution Through Culture and Literature," some of the questions posed and discussed were: "Why is western culture so enamored with violence and crime? Why has the west made homicide, crime, murder and violence such a major part of its culture, as reflected in TV films and movies? How come western leaders don't realize that reflected violence and crime breed in return - violence and crime? 

Those questions and others, were thoroughly discussed and analyzed during the conference, and decisions were taken to publish the proceedings as a textbook for universities, colleges and schools, and to further the research on this subject. However, it was emphasized, that the efforts of non-governmental organizations should be subsidized. The conference should function as the trigger for turning on the light on these serious questions, which should be dealt with as urgently and thoroughly as possible, at the regional governmental levels, and at the global level. It was also emphasized that the budget for promoting a peace culture should be more than that for arms.

Among the further conclusions of the "iflac conference," was that there should be a thorough revolution in all the conception and philosophy of contemporary regional and global cultures, and that the dangerous trends of violence and crime that have polluted art, communication, television and media, as well as entertainment, in recent years, should be erased. Furthermore, it was concluded that it is crucial to use positive and harmonious experiences and resources reflected through culture, to counterbalance the thwarted, violent image of western society that is irresponsibly reflected and propagated through television, movies and satellite.

An additional decision that was taken was the need of networking with other peace organizations and NGO's. The hope that strong links between researchers, editors, artists, and creative political thinkers, would be created as a result of the IFLAC conference, was successful. This took off even between the Israeli participants and the Palestinian Delegation from Gaza, that came to participate in a Conference of this kind in Israel, for the first time (See Appendix 2). A month later, an Israeli Delegation from IFLAC was invited to Gaza, and a cultural bridge of understanding and respect among the two former enemy groups was formed.

A final conclusion taken at the conference, was about the exploring of facilities and possibilities of strengthening new cultural forces by mutual aid, with the help of other NGO's, the Internet, and electronic journals, such as the IPRA - IFLAC E journal, HORIZON: Pave Peace. It was also emphasized that IFLAC would further develop its various culture of peace projects, such as the Tent of Peace 

(Appendix 3), in the Druze and Bedouin village Ussfiya on Mount Carmel, near Haifa, where meetings of Jewish, Arab, Palestinian, Druze, Bedouin, and Christian participants are held. At those meetings and symposiums, writers, poets, dramatists, painters, and peace researchers, share and discuss their works, creating harmonious bridges of culture. 

4.  Media, Television, and the Arts

The electronic media: satellite, television, radio, and the Internet, can have a great impact in promoting a peace culture. They can ensure fast movement of information, and reach global multitudes simultaneously. These new media are the best hope for more democracy in the world, which can contribute to better understanding of the need for a peace culture.

Together with the regular media, and various art forms: films, theatre, videos, they can help in creating the required new peace culture for sustainable global development. The media and the arts have a great deal of responsibility for shaping opinions. People in each society mainly watch, listen to, and read their own media. So the key is to try to reach each other, as well as the global media, accessible through satellite and Internet, with objective information and the right messages. The media should not only reflect peace realities objectively, but also shape perceptions. The media, like the arts, can reverse stereotypes and bring about the required change in society. This in turn could encourage positive action, and motivate the production of new peace culture programs, as well as drama, films, and in depth interviews with peace writers, producers, directors, and researchers. The political atmosphere too could be influenced, as it would create the climate that would enable governments to reach peace agreements more easily, and to decide like the late President Sadat of Egypt, suggested: "No more war."

It is no secret that television has become the major cultural and educational influence around the world. To build a culture of peace, therefore, it is necessary first of all, to revolutionize the whole concept of culture and entertainment presented on regional and global television. Much of the culture, films and programs presented on television, to which people are increasingly exposed to, are murder and crime films, which present a serious threat to human well-being, and to the healthy and sustainable development of the global village. 

The homicide films, full of killing, blood and extreme violence, are mostly inflated by sensation seeking, and "rating" seeking producers. These "dangerously cancerous films", as they have been called, are growing and flourishing in the midst of a slumbering society that does not realize that they provide a vicious and distorted mirror of society, which often has a disastrous influence on culture and civilization. These films condone and prepare the atmosphere for violence and war, and they often present despicable examples of human relations and conduct. 

This is not to say that violence does not exist, but it is just a small percentage of human conduct, and there is no reason to give it such a central and overrated place in global culture, as for instance, we witness nowadays in contemporary western culture. Those crime ridden and murder films produced and nightly shown, "ad nauseam" on television around the world, should be replaced by good, constructive and creative films, that cover and profoundly delineate the real problems of human life and society, such as war and poverty. They should also profoundly explore and give suggestions how to solve those huge problems. They should not only condemn and provide knowledge about the horrors of war, such as the excellent film on the Holocaust, "Shoa," produced by Lanzman, and "Schindler's List," by Spielberg, as well as some of the moving films produced in protest of the Vietnam war - but there should also be programs and dramatic and exciting films produced about what a world at peace could mean.

Art and culture can also be used for violent aims. During the nazi period in Europe, culture was used for abominable purposes, as when the music of Beethoven was played by violinists, while people were undressing, on their way to being gassed in gas chambers. Even now, the narrow, nationalistic, fanatic, and often violent use of culture, is unfortunately raising its head again. The leaders of society as well as institutions, and non governmental organizations, all together, have to aim at healing the planet of the violent and immoral climate and values which have infested it, where strength is often erroneously equated to violence. The portrayal of daily homicide films on television and satellite, full of violence, murder, crime and blood, renders modern society a suitable ground for conflicts, wars and crimes against society and humanity. 

The growing violence in cities, and in schools, as for example, the recent shooting by two pupils of their schoolmates in Denver Colorado, killing and severely maiming several of them, is a reproduction of what the children and adults daily watch on television and in films. The electronic media, can and should be used for the positive construction and "repairing" of the world, and not for destruction. 

One of the successful projects of IFLAC: The International Forum for the Literature and Culture of Peace, is termed: "Turn Off Murder on TV". People who are offended by violent programs, and deem them to be bad for society, write to the sponsor of the program and the director: "You have lost your money for we have not watched. We have turned off your murder and crime film, as it is a bad influence on society and can cause harm. If you want us to watch, give us good and exciting films that create and build, and not films that destroy." This project is gaining momentum, and is being adopted by various countries and organizations. It has already been successful with several TV channels, and under pressure of the rating, they have adopted a new, positive philosophy.

 The shortcomings not only in television, but also in films, and some of the regular media, should also be replaced by new cultural social structures, processes and programs, which are more optimistic, open, meaningful and desirable for the present and the future. Violence has grown not only in cities, towns and schools all over the world, but even in the midst of the family. Drugs, rape, and wife beating, are unfortunately on the increase, regionally and globally. The electronic media and the television and satellite if used in the right way, can do a great deal to correct that, and to being instrumental in bringing about the cultural, ethical and philosophical revolution that is needed. However, the media and the arts should not only cover the dark and shadowy aspects of society, but also the positive and constructive. If there is a spark of sunshine at the end of the dark tunnel it can beckon to people to follow it. And sometimes people need to be bathed in full golden sunshine, as it does exist too. 

One of the challenges facing humankind at the dawn of the twenty first century, which can be helped by the media, lies in establishing an innovative cultural "conflict resolution" view of relationships between human beings, and between nations, based on responsible ethical values and norms, instead of the culture of despair, cynicism, and the ego-centric and self-pitying distortion of the Freudian ethos rampant today. Freud did not do modern civilization a boon by giving people the impression that they are allowed to put the blame for their own failures on their parents. Most people become parents themselves, and they are again accused by their children for their own failures. 

If people persevere in putting the blame for their weaknesses and failures on the generation before - instead of taking the responsibility for one's actions and mending their own faults and ways, as well as that of their society - there will be no way to break the cycle, and to repair the present and the future. There should be a major change of attitude whereas responsibility of the self should replace throwing the responsibility on the former generation. In this too, the media, electronic as well as the regular media, and the Internet, can play a major role. It could reflect the new needed philosophy, where people would understand that this perpetual cycle has to be broken, and that they should feel, "I am responsible, for myself, for my family, and for my society, and cannot blame anybody else for my weaknesses and failures."

5.  Cultural Aspects of Conflicts

Conflicts between nations or between ethnic groups within a nation, mostly have not only concrete causes, as for instance territory, but also cultural and ethical aspects and causes.
a. The parties in the conflict use cultural elements in order to define themselves and their identity. A group claiming rights as a nation or as an autonomous ethnic group will attempt to emphasize the cultural characteristics that define the people of the group: the traditional heritage, customs, literature, religion, language, history, values and norms.

b. The parties use cultural and ethical arguments in order to justify their claims and their behavior, the legitimacy of their aspirations, and the moral justification of the methods they use in their reaction to the conflict. The song sung by peace singer Joan Baez: "But God Is On Our Side," is a good example of an attitude and argument often used by both sides of a conflict.

c. Cultural and ethical arguments are also used in order to discredit the claims and the behavior of the adversary. A distorted "demonic" image of the culture and moral values of the adversary is often drawn, with a tendency of holding him solely responsible for all the evils and misery caused by the conflict. 

d. As a result of all the above, conflicts often take the form of an antagonism between cultures although their apparent cause may be opposition of tangible and concrete interests and issues between different nations, such as we discern in the Palestinian - Israeli Conflict: territory, economic conditions, Jerusalem, immigrants and water. 
However, the root-causes of most conflicts remain cultural and ethnic, as in the case of the recent wars in Afghanistan, Kosovo and Chechnya, and various other places. 

6.  Conflict Resolution Through Culture

Though conflict resolution and peacemaking involves primarily solving the practical issues that affect the interests of the parties, these issues as mentioned, can be, as with the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict, territorial, military, economic, and political, however the cultural aspects of conflict resolution remain primordial. The creation and spreading of a culture of peace, can induce a peace climate that facilitates the peacemaking and reconciliation not only between leaders but also between the people.

When the conditions for an acceptable solution on the practical issues mature, the damage inflicted to the image of the adversary during the conflict may be a factor that hinders the attainment of a reasonable arrangement acceptable by both sides. The severity of this factor obviously depends on the forms and degrees of violence employed during the various phases of the conflict, on the ability of the populations and leaders to make open minded and rational judgments, and on the duration of the conflict.

The perverted image of the adversary can influence the possible attainment of a peacemaking agreement at various levels: 
a. The sincerity of the adversary expressing wishes to end the conflict is likely to be met with widespread feelings of suspicion. These feelings are easily manipulated by parties opposed to peace, and they can be used for depriving support from leaders who seek to establish contacts with the representatives of the adversary, and who honestly want to end the conflict. 

b. A peaceful settlement necessarily involves mutual concessions, and it is necessary that the sides estimate that the adversary will not use the concessions as a means for pursuing the confrontation and conflict from an improved position. This requires an amount of BCM: Building Confidence Measures, and trust between the parties, which no measures of guarantee introduced in a peace agreement can fully replace. The cultural channel is one of the best tools for creating and spreading building confidence measures. 

Peace cannot be established without reconstruction or replacement of what has been damaged or destroyed during the conflict or the war. The need for reconstruction that applies to material structures like towns, roads factories, also applies to governmental and other institutions disrupted by the conflict or war situation, as well as it applies to the cultural image of the adversary. The people that have suffered during the conflict and the war, have to learn to see the enemy as a community of ordinary human beings, and to realize that their main aspiration is the pursuit of a normal and peaceful life rather than the satisfaction of some obsessive wish of destruction. People's main aspirations, all around the world, including in the Middle East, are not destructive, but rather, they aspire to the basic requirements: work, culture, education, a safe home, and national security. 

 Rebuilding the image of the enemy involves:
(1) Re-examination of the periods of conflict and war with the purpose of attaining a clearer comprehension of the motives and attitudes of the opponents, without primarily aiming at the justification of one of the sides.

(2) Acquiring an objective knowledge of the culture, values and norms of the adversary, including literature, customs, moral principles, religious beliefs, traditional behavior, and developing towards each other an attitude of objectivity and respect free from prejudices. 

It is not easy to abandon the belief hat the adversary is guilty of all the suffering endured by both sides during the war. The change of attitude is a lengthy process that generally requires a much longer time than the process of negotiations for the solution of the practical aspects of the conflicts. These two processes are interdependent, negotiations cannot start before a certain degree of mutual confidence has been built, and the process of confidence building cannot develop if agreement on the practical issues is not reached. 

In modern democratic societies the management of the cultural and moral aspects of conflict resolution is incumbent mainly on the activities of governmental institutions. However, a particular responsibility lies on the individuals and the organizations that influence the formation of public opinion such as cultural and media people, writers, film makers and playwrights, theatre, academics, researchers, etc. A significant role can also be played by NGO's - non governmental organizations that aim to promote peace, such as IPRA: The International Peace Research Association, now based in Copenhagen, Denmark; and WIFLAC - Pave Peace: Writers' International Forum for the Literature and Culture of Peace. 

7.  Women and Peace

Women are considered to be among the best allies and promoters of a peace culture. There is no greater challenge in the world today than that of living in harmony, tolerance and respect with one's neighbors, and women seem to instinctively know, practice, and share this basic knowledge. Women's special talents for harmony and peace, should be more used by society, and they should have equal opportunities to contribute to the creation and development of the culture of peace. It is imperative for humanity at the dawn of the third millennium, to "listen to women for a change." The electronic magazine Horizon: Pave Peace 4, on "Women, Children and Peace," describes and analyses several aspects concerning this important subject (see bibliography). 

Research on the subject of "women and peace," shows that more women believe in the possibility of throwing out the concept and practice of war, than men do. It has also been proved that there are more women and children killed in wars than soldiers. We get continuous reports concerning this tragic fact from various parts of the world, where senseless wars are still being waged. In the year 2000, after the close of our "atomic mushroom" century, the world seems not to have learnt anything from the past, and rivers of innocent blood are still helplessly and continuously being poured. In general, women condemn the belief that wars can solve conflicts, and most women feel that the concept and practice of war has to be discarded. 

Both the Jewish and Palestinian women in "The Bridge: Jewish and Arab Women for Peace in the Middle East," in their May 1999 Convention on "Twenty Years to the Bridge," (Beit Hagefen - the House of the Vine, in Haifa), reiterated these opinions (See Appendix 4). Some of the comments that were made were: "War should be rapidly thrown into the anachronistic dustbin of history, where it belongs." And another woman forcefully said: "We should rule the world according to women's way, and not men's way," and when she was asked by one of the journalists - what is the difference? The answer was: "Women discuss, and talk to each other, until they find the golden mean to overcome their differences, but men take out the gun too quickly and shoot." 

Two of the major conclusions of the Bridge Conference, were:

a. The whole satanic conception of war should be abolished, and opponents in conflict should diplomatically discuss, reach and sign peace treaties, before killing each others' children in wars. Every war ends with a peace treaty or an agreement, and the leaders of the world should reach and sign the treaty or the agreement, without the mutual killing of our sons beforehand.

b. The second major decision of the Bridge Conference, was the BAN-WAR campaign and petition, appearing in "Horizon: Pave Peace," section 4, built on the model of the UN "Declaration of the Right of Peoples to Peace" (Resolution 39/11). The Bridge Conference declared that: "The Ban-War Petition and campaign, give the citizens of the world, the opportunity to express their democratic global vote and will, to abolish the very concept and practice of war, and to banish it forever from the world. We women are more than fifty per cent of the world, and if we all unite, we will succeed to outlaw war."

Women are great communicators and consumers of culture, they are open to new ideas and creations, new methods of organizing, and new ways of living. They are, therefore, a special source of renovation, vitality, strength and hope. At the dawn of the new millennium, women are certainly not in society's "museum anymore". Women are organizing through Non Governmental Organizations, such as the "Beijing NGO", "The Bridge", and numerous organizations and associations all around the world, to safeguard their lives and that of their children and families against violence, racism, sexism, and anti-Semitism, and to gain equality of opportunities, including in the domain of culture. Women's demands for abolishing violence, racism and sexism against them and their families, their demands for equal rights, and the right to live in peace, are at the foundations of the basic law of human freedom and dignity.

However, the media, worldwide, does not as yet give women the backing, credit and coverage they deserve. The Beijing Women's Conference, and so many other conferences around the world, as well as the "Twenty Years to The Bridge Convention," clearly showed that. The general outcome of women's demands today, is that it is high time to bring about the social revolution against the discrimination of women, in all the fields, including in the field of peacemaking, and to promote a culture of peace with the full participation of women.

8. The Importance of Translation

To create a vibrant culture of peace, it is important to translate the works of peace writers, researchers, poets and playwrights, so that they can become accessible to all the global village. This is especially important in the case of former enemies, as the access to the culture of the "other" can open doors, minds and hearts, in a radical way which no other means can do. It can also play an important role in healing wounds, fears and frustrations, by allowing each other to penetrate windows and gates of different realities, views and conceptions. Translation of great literature and poetry, can moreover show the basic unity and similarity of all humankind, that share, on the whole, much the same feelings, thoughts and experiences.

One of the successful example of this, is the recent fruitful cooperation of a translated Hebrew and Arabic play in the theatre. The Palestinian - Israeli co-production of Romeo and Juliet by the Khan and El-Qasaba theatres in Jerusalem, is a laudable achievement and a success story* (6). As Shakespeare's original play, it is first of all about conflict and strife between two clans. The innocent and blooming love between the Palestinian Romeo, and the Israeli Juliet, is doomed to tragic death, as the lovers themselves, because of the bitter and senseless conflict between their stubborn parents. 

The play casting on the contemporary Jerusalem stage acquired a new significance, and it became not only a powerful protest against the futility of the conflict in the Middle East, but against conflicts and wars in general, and it powerfully pinpointed the tragedy that they cause. The play succeeded to throw a shocking new light on the tragedy and wastefulness of various ideological and political aspects of the Palestinian - Israeli conflict. One of the major messages of the play, as in Shakespeare's original play, is that in all wars and conflicts, both sides suffer, and not only the one side. The conclusion is therefore, that it is the practice and the very conception of war itself that should be banished, for it is the young who pay with their lives. 

Even the language barrier was successfully overcome in this moving play, by a new bilingual method: the Palestinians, who represented the members of the Montague household, spoke Arabic between themselves, while the Israelis, from the house of Capulet, spoke Hebrew. When the actors spoke in Arabic, the text was projected in Hebrew translation above the playing area, while Arabic was projected by the same method, when Hebrew was spoken. This daring play succeeded to move and to shock both the Israeli and the Palestinian spectators into seeing and realizing new aspects and levels of the uselessness of conflicts, which they had not realized before. With the aid of Shakespeare, their hatred of war and yearning for peace was deeply strengthened. 

9.  Engaged and Disengaged Literature

There is still sometimes a certain irrational fear and reticence of what is termed in stereotyped, literary jargon, ``engaged art''. Following an exaggerated theory of the fear of "didacticism", and a conception that good art should only be "for art's sake," some writers shy away from writing that is involved with the real problems and troubles of humankind in our own times, including the problem of war and peace. 

There is in some sectors a refusal to admit that the experience of war and the strong yearning for peace around the world, as for instance in Israel and the Middle East, is so much an integral part of peoples' lives, that they have also become basic themes in the best of their literature. Writers are often termed the consciousness of a nation, and their deep awareness of what affects them most is necessarily expressed through their art.

It is illogical to think that the Israeli or Palestinian writers, for instance, should restrict themselves to write only about the beauty of the Sea of Galilee, or the Gazan seashore, without remembering and registering their fears of the bullets and shells suddenly whizzing around them, when they bathed there with their children. Or to write about love, without expressing their haunting fears for their beloved in an insecure land, threatened by the evils of conflicts and war. They would be untrue to themselves, to their experience of life, their emotions and their psychological predicament, if they did. If, under these circumstances, they pretend to be uninvolved and disengaged, to toe the line and follow some dictatorial literary dictates to write only for "art's sake", and not for humanity's sake - their art would cease to be true art, and it would diminish in importance.

Only if they take a responsible attitude towards society, humanity, culture, and the problems of their times, such as war and famine, will they be able to influence society through their writing and through their art, and help to bring about a world beyond war. Writers and artists should be encouraged and motivated through contests and awards, to give of themselves, their consciousness, and their minds and hearts to the urgent subject of war and peace.

10.  Educational Peace Literature and Museums of Peace
Serious television and Internet programs, as well as scholarly magazines of educational peace literature, throughout the world, would rapidly gain the respectability and prestige they rightly deserve. They would also generate an impetus in promoting peace research and literary investigations based on real experience, showing the cooperation of former enemies, as for example, between Catholics and Protestants in Ireland, and Israelis and Palestinians in the Middle East. 

Departments of Literary Peace Studies and Literary Research Institutions, should be nationally and internationally empowered and widely funded. These could promote the publication of periodicals and journals, including Electronic Journals through the Internet, such as IPRA's Horizon: Pave Peace *(7), which covers and presents both peace literature research, and original creative works. The journals could foster and disseminate the developments made in literary peace studies and publish new creative works of importance in the field. 

Governments should award prizes and grants to engaged and conscious writers of excellence, who have made major contributions, throughout their works toward the promotion of a peace culture.

In addition, lives of heroines and heroes who have advanced the cause and culture of peace should be extensively researched and presented as models to the wide public. One such life experience, for example, is the book entitled: Not In Vain: An Extraordinary Life, the biography of Thea Wolf, a Second World War heroine, who saved Jews from the Holocaust through Alexandria, with the aid of Egyptian officials, the police, the passport office, the custom officers, and Egyptian women and nurses. The fact that Jews and Arabs had cooperated to save Jews from Nazi Europe, was totally unknown, until this true story was researched, and the book was published*(8). It reinforces the fact that if there was a cooperation in the past, it could likewise be in the present and future. 

Exciting books, cassettes and videos for children and youth should be produced

presenting the various themes and aspects of peace, as for instance, the recently published book and spoken cassettes, "Peace Flower", for young and old. 

All these kinds of resources as well as a variety of others, should be collected, preserved, exhibited and studied, in peace museums. It is therefore

11.  Suggested Methods for Promoting the Culture of Peace

The suggested methods and ways for the implementation and spreading of the Culture of Peace are the following:

a. To organize international and regional research on Peace Culture: Literature, films and TV scripts, Theatre, Video, Visual Arts, and Music. To examine and to draw a compendium of what is available, and to present the fruit of the research to the wide public globally and regionally, through every possible media and educational vehicle.

b. Empowerment of the electronic media to create peace programs and films, literature and art, that deal with real life and the yearning for harmonious creation and the building of peace. Programs that condone and promote violence, crime and murder, as well as unethical goals, should be banned. 

c. Building of infra- structures and various institutes to encourage and promote the writing, presentation and distribution of peace literature, TV and film scripts, videos, and web sites, etc - and to discourage violent TV programs, movies, videos, and Internet programs. 

d. Organize and spread nationally and internationally, the "Turn Off Violence on TV Project," which discourages sponsors, directors and editors from creating and showing violent programs, by notifying the sponsors that their detrimental crime programs have not been watched, and that the public wants creative programs and not destructive ones, that offer a bad example to society.

e. To establish IFLAC: PAVE PEACE Literary, TV and Movie Script Contests to enhance the writing and publishing of films, stories, poetry, legends, visual arts and music based and on the theme of peace.

f. It is recommended to establish an "International Translation Institute," as well as an international translation fund for the translation and the awarding of International Prizes to outstanding regional and international Peace Literature and Art.

g. It is recommended to suggest to world governments to promote Peace Culture Education at all levels, and to discourage adversial and violent cultures, for all ages, including for children, youth and adults. 

h. It is recommended to develop through research, creativity and bridges of creative works, the understanding and respect of the culture of neighbors, especially those we are in conflict with.

i. International and National Peace Awards should be allocated to top peace writers, TV playwrights, dramatists, poets and movie script-writers.

j. Prestigious National and International Peace Awards should also be allocated to the visual and plastic Arts, to dance, and music, as well as to the Directors of the electronic media, and the regular media.

12.  Conclusion

Culture has in large, always been transnational, and it is likely to become more so as communication links improve and travel is increased. 

The innovations that are rapidly transforming the techniques of the arts, have gained a tremendous boost with the use of the television, satellite, the Internet, and the computer. These new communication tools are indeed bringing about extraordinary changes in the very definition and conception of the arts, culture and literature, and they can become a major force in the "unviolencing" of the global village.

One of the main questions posed at the beginning of this article was: "Is humankind able to self-organize culturally and ethnically in such a way that international law will banish wars and mass destruction?" The answer to this question is manifold. There are promising signs at the dawn of the third millennium, that it could indeed be so. However, certain things have to be taken into account and carried through beforehand. First, the culture of peace, counteracting violence and war, should be a top priority in governmental planning and financing, all over the world, as it has become evident that conflicts and wars are caused not only by territorial claims, but also have an ethnic-cultural basis. 

Secondly, the Culture of Peace, should be made part and parcel of television and satellite programs, as well as the curriculum plans and materials in the educational systems of all the global village, from kinder-garden through university. This would open the eyes of citizens, and the new generation, about the possibilities of building and attaining a world beyond war. Thirdly, Investment in research institutions on the Culture of Peace, could help to develop new resources and mobilize existing peace culture and literary resources. The research could benefit the various levels of education by the publication and production of peace materials, and the generating of a new literature of peace. 

It is also important to establish "Peace Museums," all over the world, which would organize and exhibit to the wide public the fruits of peace research, peace art and literature, music, drama and dance, as well as hold public lectures and symposiums on the development of Peace Culture.

Fourthly, providing peace grants for research, and the encouragement of the writing of peace literature, film scripts, plays, articles, and organizing competitions, awards, prizes, as well as financial and technical support for educational literary programs, could have an extremely advantageous and high payoff. 

Finally, the translation of significant peace literature would constitute an important step forward towards the creating of understanding, openness, and acceptance of a flourishing new era of peacemaking throughout the world. The building of a regional and global peace culture, and the creation of effective educational and communication channels, would indeed help humankind to self-organize internationally to banish wars and mass destruction and to promote a new millennium beyond war.

1

