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INTRODUCTION
1. CREATING A NEW PEACE CULTURE 
“Dear Descartes, not only I think therefore I am - but mainly, I create therefore I am.”                                                                        You and I Can Change the World

After the terrorist attack on the Trade Center in New York (September 11, 2001), it has become obvious that the growing global culture of violence and terror is one of the greatest risk factors for the sustainability and future development of human civilization. Thus, there is an urgent requirement for a new ethical “peace culture system”, at the dawn of the third millennium, armed on the one hand with cultural violence, and on the other, with arsenals of nuclear weapons that threaten to destroy the world.
     In our era of high technology and globalization, societies are in a constant state of dynamic transformation, be these cultural, economic, or political. We need a world at peace so that it can function and flourish securely, and one of the basic requirements for attaining security and an effective and sustainable development of our world, is the creation of a global and national “Culture of Peace System,” as well as an objective, balanced and ethical media. This new peace culture system and network, could counteract and replace the often prevalent culture of violence in our global village. Its major aims should be:
1. To address cultural and ethical root-causes of violence, conflicts, terror and war.

2.
To build harmonious bridges of culture, understanding, and respect among people and nations.

3.
To spread a culture of peace climate nationally and globally, and to make “peace news” and “peace culture” developments newsworthy.

     A powerful and influential new peace culture system, with the aid of a responsible media, could diffuse required harmonious values, ideas and ethics, through arts, literature and education, which would reach the various sectors of society and the masses. What people watch, hear, and read, and the kind of culture, films, literature, and art they are exposed to and absorb, influence their thoughts, feelings and ethics. It is therefore of crucial importance, that those communications and stories we watch on television and in films, and which we listen to on the radio, should be forwarded by programs that create and build and do not destroy.

     Culture is a powerful constituent and vehicle at the core of possible transformations, given that it mediates and transfers ideas, values and intellectual refinement, between generations and between civilizations. It is both a preserving and a reproductive force, by transmitting the cultural patterns of the past and the present, to the future, and an important innovative influence, by its power to inculcate new attitudes, thoughts, values and norms. 

     The major idea exposed in this essay, is that culture is a key factor in promoting genuine peace. If a peace culture system instills recognition of the “other”, respect for its identity and culture, as well as a commitment to solving conflicts and differences by peaceful means, then the chances for peace will be greatly enhanced. By contrast, if the cultural and educational system instill self-centeredness, rejection and hatred of the “other”, of its identity and of its culture, and calls for and justifies the resort to violence to solve conflict — then peace will be endangered.

     A reformed peace culture, communications and educational system, can make it possible for the creative voices of the many lands around the globe yearning for peace, to be heard and to be listened to. The writers, film — makers, dramatists and poets, encouraged by a culture of peace, would give voice to the craving of the preponderant majority of the global community to build a world beyond war, terror, and violence. There is therefore, a crucial need for reform at an international scale, concerning culture, literature and the arts, that can undermine and replace the culture of violence terror and crime. 
     What is the exact definition of “culture?” According to the Webster Dictionary “culture” is defined as: “The development, improvement and refinement of the mind, emotions, interests, manners, tastes, as well as the arts, ideas, customs and skills of a given people in a given period.” The Oxford English Dictionary adds to this definition, that culture is: “The intellectual side of civilization.” Culture can therefore be perceived as the essence of personal and national identity. The definition of “culture” used in this essay is based on all the above.

     And what precisely is meant by the term “peace”, in the expression “a culture of peace”? The Webster Dictionary defines “peace” as: “freedom from war, public security, freedom from disagreement or quarrels, harmony, concord, serenity.” The definition of “peace” in this essay conforms to all the above; however, in the context of a “peace culture,” it includes in addition, a more active mode and meaning of “peace”. It considers peace not merely as the absence of violence and war, but furthermore, as a dynamic and continuing creative process. 
     An important step forward toward the goal of creating a new peace culture system took place, when the year 2000 was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly as the “Year of the Culture of Peace.” As a follow-up to this crucial initial stage, the United Nations, together with decision makers all over the world, could implement a period of say, five years, for the establishment of a “Qinquenial Peace Culture System”, in which a powerful network of peace culture could be widely established and developed, with the help of governments, and peace culture organizations all over the world. This new needed global “culture of peace system” could be empowered to implement the vast and dynamic changes and reforms needed for the peaceful sustenance of the world. In addition, the creation of a resourceful culture of peace system, can have the ability to bridge between cultures and nations, and it can impart to people a new responsible global identity. 
     This essay presents a comprehensive vision of what an innovative global and national “peace culture system and network”, based on literature, arts and the media in pursuit of peace, consists of. The deep causes and dangerous implications of violence, conflict and terror are explored, and various ways how to replace them with a harmonious culture of peace, are suggested.
2.
WHAT DOES A PEACE CULTURE SYSTEM CONSIST OF?

“Life is the supreme value to which all other values are subordinate.”                Albert Einstein
The process of initiating and building an innovative peace culture system can be related to ongoing initiatives of educational institutions affiliated to the United Nations and other establishments. The proposed “culture of peace system” should have intra-state as well as inter-regional dimensions, and it should be established on the basis of solid and thorough research at various levels. Recent research studies have pointed out to the need for the building and promotion of a culture of peace, as for example Adams D's study “From A Culture of War and Violence to A Culture of Peace and Non-Violence,” sponsored by the “Year for the Culture of Peace.” 
     What should be the structure of this new peace culture system, and who should be in charge of establishing and developing it? Until now, NGO's (non governmental organizations), in several countries, such as “IFLAC: The International Forum for the Culture of Peace,” took it upon themselves to promote peace culture. However, the various NGO's staffed by underpaid, or mostly unpaid volunteers, do not have the means or the power to build such an elaborate system. Neither do they have the amenities to compete with the flood of hate propaganda from extremists, fundamentalists, and fanatical political groups. Anti-peace organizations are usually well funded and staffed by professionals. They have their own television and radio stations and all the amenities to spread their violent hate propaganda. Therefore, to counteract fanatical and violent hatred, an effective and powerful “peace culture system” should be urgently established and it should aim at the utmost level of professionalism and expertise. Hence, the following measures are recommended: 

1. Governments should consider establishing ministries of “Peace Culture,” with appropriate budgets, that can accomplish the huge task of changing the global and national culture of violence and terror to one of harmony and peace. 

2. A multi--layered structure and framework for building and propagating the proposed innovative system, will need to be minutely planned and designed. 
3.  Literature and arts in the pursuit of peace, should be developed, promoted and widely used, and peace education based on the arts, as well as peace studies at all levels, should be initiated and established. 
4. Non governmental peace organizations in the various countries, should be involved in the creation of the new peace culture system, and they should be largely sponsored to be able to operate effectively and in an interconnected fashion. 
     Various pluralistic and cultural contributions of peace literature, poetry and the arts, from the best that is available, should be collected all around the world, to represent and reflect the many “Voices of the Earth” yearning for a peaceful world without violence, terror or war. This new vital multicultural peace culture could be part of the needed peace culture system. These multicultural works of art and literature based on peace values, could promote components of required BCM's: the “Building of Confidence Measures,” among people and nations. The specific discipline of peace literature and the arts, has to be more developed, researched and propagated. The International Peace Research Association, (IPRA), has been a pioneer in propagating this required new discipline, through its online magazine “Horizon Pave Peace,” on the Internet. 

     Governments today, should invest in developing the culture of peace and save in armaments. The creation, developing and spreading of a culture of peace system, could be the best investment for defense. As in “preventive medicine,” a systematic promotion of the culture of peace can prevent the dangerous influence on society caused by a widespread violent culture, and rise of terror and hatred that leads to conflicts and wars. Therefore, the culture of peace system should be implemented at all levels of education, from kinder gardens to universities, where it should be made a regular subject of teaching in schools, on the same level as reading and mathematics. In addition, a wide program of peace education should be implemented regionally and globally, for the whole population, through popular universities, based on peace arts and literature. Radio, television, and satellite networks, spreading programs and films initiated by the new culture of peace system, should be promoted by every nation.

     In a conflict or war situation, there are several benefits to be reaped from the development of a culture of peace system. These can be grouped in three major stages: before, during, and after, the occurrence of a conflict or a war.
1) Before:  In a tense situation, peace culture can function as a preventive remedy. After coming into contact with the culture of “the other” and listening to his side of the “story” or the conflict, an acceptable agreement by both sides becomes easier and he ceases to be a threat. There is a popular saying: “An enemy is someone to whose story we have not listened to.” 
 (2During:  An open, pluralistic culture of peace, based on values of tolerance and moderation, can help in arriving to a solution. Even when conditions for a settlement may have developed, attainment of peace can be delayed by the mistrust created by the conflict situation. The building of bridges of understanding of the “other's” view, and respect for the other's culture and identity can help by building confidence measures. 
3) After:  A well organized culture of peace system can also help in building renewed trust between people and nations after the conflict or war is over. During a war not only buildings are destroyed, but also the image of the enemy, who is usually portrayed as a “demon,” by each of the sides. Deep residues of fear, hatred, and mistrust linger in the hearts of former opponents. These sentiments cannot be overcome only by the signing of a peace treaty by leaders, but require also a thorough re-construction of a positive image of each other, by the people themselves, and by acquiring knowledge, understanding, and respect of each other's identity, ethnicity and culture. 
     A suitable vehicle for this required “reconstruction,” are the arts: literature and poetry, for they are vehicles of feelings, and as such they have the ability to reach the deeply emotional layers of mistrust and hatred built over the years in the hearts of enemies, and they have the power to dissipate them. 

     Another possible innovative aspect of the building of a new global peace culture system, which municipalities could consider, is the founding of “peace museums.” This innovative development has recently been established in various countries to help propagate the peace culture heritage of nations, and to make it accessible to the whole of humankind. Peace museums have been founded in various countries, including Japan, England, Samarkand and other countries. Japan is a leading figure in this new trend, and it has already founded more than sixty peace museums. They demonstrate the great yearning of the Japanese people for a peace culture, after having suffered the atrocities of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
     Peace museums can be a great aid in promoting and presenting national and global cultures of peace. They represent a new conception of what a museum should be, they are “alive” and full of vital activity, and are becoming increasingly popular. School children and students regularly visit them, and use their materials for their works and research on the culture of peace. In addition, public lectures, exhibitions of arts, peace literature and poetry, are organized and presented to the wide public. Ideally, peace museums should become a “must” in every major city and town in our global village. Such a huge task as the building of peace museums globally and regionally, can only be accomplished by a well-financed governmental or municipal budget.
     Where will the money for building this required new peace system come from? It is a question of prerogatives and choices. The US for instance, spends an estimated $50 billion on maintaining the fifth fleet in the Persian Gulf and the American presence in Saudi Arabia. All the aid to all peace NGOs in the region together, from private as well as government sources, would barely amount to $100 million. There is no “Culture of Peace” radio or television station in the Middle East. The efforts to uproot violence and hatred and to build confidence measures and understanding between Arab/ Palestinians and Israelis, could be greatly facilitated by a peace network of satellite, television and radio stations, as well as Internet programs. 
     This innovative network could use peace research works and peace literature as well as multicultural peace art, and conflict resolution programs, which could promote the implementation of the new culture of peace system. Finally, a resourceful culture of peace system could also establish a “Peace Culture Internet Network,” which would include technical help for Internet facilities and the building of peace websites for organizations and individuals all over the world. 
     The struggle for the creation of a peace culture system must be waged on a large scale, comparable to the efforts for obtaining petroleum, and with as much perseverance and tenacity. This huge endeavor could perhaps gain momentum by involving the World Bank, and the private financial sectors, that would gain in investing in such a venture, as they would be protecting themselves from possible violence and terror. 

3. THE DANGERS OF A CULTURE OF VIOLENCE ON TELEVISION
“He playfully showed with a smile and a wink, and a Teddy Bear hug - it could be the beginning of a honey-laden decade in a brave new world - by wisely trading guns for Teddy Bears”                                          You and I Can Change the World
Television and other electronic media often provide a vicious and distorted mirror of life and humankind, which has a harmful influence on society. The films and programs based on violence that are continuously aired, often condone and prepare the atmosphere for violence and war, and they present distorted models of human relations, that endanger society. The mirror they hold up to their audiences is that we live in a horrible jungle, where no one deserves to be trusted.
     Satellite and television have become the major cultural and educational influence around the world. To build a culture of peace, therefore, it is necessary to examine the contents of culture and entertainment presented on national and global networks. It has been observed that many films and programs, presented daily on television and other electronic media, are mainly homicide, murder and crime films. The films on these violent themes have reached such dimensions that it seems sometimes, they are advertising crime. They are inflated by sensation and “rating- seeking” producers and markets, that disregard their bad influence on society.
     It is often difficult nowadays to find non-violent films on television, as most of them show men shooting guns and killing people. In the past, some psychologists maintained that violence on television caused no harm, and that on the contrary, it had a beneficial “catharsis” influence on viewers. However, recent research has shown that its violent influence far from being beneficial is destructive and dangerous to society. Today, the major consensus among specialists, and viewers, is that the continuously growing crime films industry presents a serious threat to human well-being and to the healthy and sustainable development of our global village, and a drastic reform is crucially required. 
     Pennell AE and Browne KD, in their research on: “Film Violence and Young Offenders' Aggression and Violent Behavior on Television,” maintain that viewing violent material influence children, adolescents and adults, who commit violent acts, and heavy exposure to television violence in childhood is associated with violent crime as an adult. Ways in which screen violence can effect behavior includes: 1) imitation of violent roles and acts of aggression, 2) triggering aggressive impulses in predisposed individuals, 3) desensitizing feelings of sympathy towards victims, 4) creating an indifference to the use of violence, and 5) creating a frame of mind that sees violent acts as socially acceptable responses. 
     Zann M, in “Children, Television and Violence” reports that several studies, mainly conducted in North America, have found a correlation between television violence viewing and aggressive behavior. In an additional research, Singer MI, in “Contributors to Violent Behavior Among Elementary and Middle School Children, a significant association was also demonstrated linking violence exposure and television-viewing habits, with violent behavior. Much the same findings were reported in a review of the literature on “Violent Games and Aggression,” conducted by Griffiths M. The study showed that most video games feature aggressive and violent elements, and that they have detrimental effect on individuals and children who play such games. Even seemingly innocent cartoon films were shown they could be destructive and induce to violence and aggression. All the above findings clearly support the need of a reform in the culture of violence on television, films, and in the video industry. 
     Responsible institutions should replace the culture of violence by a culture of peace, based on arts and literature in the pursuit of peace: exciting, constructive and creative films, drama and programs, that profoundly delineate the real problems of human life and society. Script-writers and program directors of television, cinema and videos, could also explore new visions of a better present and future, and present constructive and imaginative new horizons on how to resolve our real existential problems and conflicts. 
     A television and electronic media based on reality, should not only condemn and provide knowledge about the atrocities of war, such as in the excellent films on the Holocaust, “Shoa”, produced by Lanzman, and “Schindler's List,” by Spielberg, as well as some of the moving films produced in protest of the Viet Nam War — but there should also be programs and exciting imaginative films produced about what a world at peace could be. For instance, in the book Peace Flower, two youngsters bravely face the danger of “Nuki the Nuclear Dragon” who wants to destroy humanity, by flying into space to “Esperia: the Land of the Future,” to find the Flower of Peace, and to bring it from the future to our present and to our own reality. This book is used in peace education programs, and it has been translated into several languages. A television film based on it could promote its message and enhance the culture of peace. Unfortunately, unlike the hope giving “Peace Flower,”most of the futuristic films which we are exposed to, are about a future full of unspeakable horrors, wars, terror and violence.
     We are often told that viewers enjoy violent films and that is why television gives them what they want. However, the research in this field has proved that this view is inaccurate. It seems that the films that were the most successful from the point of view of sales in Hollywood, were not violent films, but rather, the peaceful family and love films based on Jane Austen's novels. 
     One of the successful projects of “IFLAC: The International Forum for the Culture and Literature of Peace,” termed: “Turn Off Murder on TV,” encourages viewers who are offended by violent films on television and deem them to be bad for society, to turn off the violent and offensive television program, and to write to the sponsors and directors along the following lines: “You have lost your money, for we stopped watching your violent film, as it can cause great harm. If you want us to watch, give us good and exciting films that create and build, and that show us how to repair our planet and our lives.” This project is not costly and is easy to implement, and it is recommended that decision makers and various cultural and educational institutions adopt it and spread it regionally and globally. In general, viewers, both children and adults, are delighted to voluntarily take part in the “Turn Off Murder on T.V Project,” as many people are dissatisfied with the violence projected on TV. 

     Hence, the production and marketing of violent films, television programs and video games, including pornographic films, should shift to the production and marketing of constructive and realistically harmonious films and videos. These suggestions have to be organized and implemented through an influential global network, directed and coordinate, possibly under the auspices of the UN, the World Bank, private financial concerns and other related institutions. An influential culture of peace system could make a change in the markets. It could be induced by the populations, who would refuse to watch violent films, and cause the markets to shift to the production and selling of constructive and beneficial films and video games. It has been observed, that after September 11, viewers refused to watch violent films anymore.

     Those kinds of projects are especially crucial in the light that violence has grown not only in cities, towns and schools all over the world, but even in the midst of the family. Drugs, rape, and domestic wife-beating violence and killing of wives, are unfortunately on the increase, regionally and globally. The electronic media, TV, violent videos and advertisements, are often one of the influences indirectly responsible for that increase. If channeled toward the building of a peace culture, they could contribute a great deal to correct those trends, and to being instrumental in bringing about the ethical and cultural changes that are so much needed. 
 It is therefore obvious that satellite and television can play an important role in developing and propagating the necessary new philosophy, values and attitudes concerning the solving of conflicts and differences by peaceful means. A television that would promote the ushering of a new responsible era built on a solid “culture of peace system,” would greatly enhance the global and national chances of peace.

4.
THE NECESSITY OF A PEACE MEDIA IN AN ERA OF GLOBALIZATION 
“The same stream of life that runs through my veins day and night runs through the world.”  Rabindranath Tagore

The media, like satellite and television, has a great responsibility in shaping perceptions and opinions of people, and in building the regional and global cultural climate. The global developments that have recently taken place, have increased consciousness concerning the notion of the oneness of humanity. The electronic media — satellite, television, radio, and the Internet — have had a great impact in promoting this consciousness, as they ensure fast movement of information, and reach global multitudes simultaneously. Links in cyberspace is an added dimension for the formation of partnerships and they render possible a wide expansion of contacts. 
     Hence, there is today, a possibility to create and develop a “peace media system” which would be part and parcel of a “culture of peace network.” The efficient and successful “Peace Radio,” linked to the UN University based in Porto Ricco, can be considered as a first step of the peace media system. The main goals would be to develop and promote the various aspects of a culture of peace and make them available to the wide masses around the world. 
     The media and telecommunications play an important role of interconnection between people and nations, and are a key factor in the process of the globalization of culture. Until recently, people in each society mainly read news concerning their own society and watched their own local media. The growing global telecommunications system promotes the interconnection of different societies and facilitates their attempts to reach each other, and to open up to other realms than just their own. In doing so, the global media can break up stereotypes and bring about the required openness and changes in the consciousness of individuals and in society. Hence, modern electronic communications can play a key role in the creation and the promotion of the required culture of peace system.
     The spreading by high technology communications and the media, of a new ethical peace culture built on meritorious literature and arts, can play a major role in counteracting violent cultures. It also has the power to impart pluralism and peace values and to convey the vision of the possibility of creating a peaceful world beyond war, terror and violence. 
     Decision makers and people responsible for communications should strive to reform them in such a way that they can become reliable vehicles for the promotion and diffusion of the culture of peace. In addition, the people in each country who usually have an impact on popular consciousness concerning issues of war and peace — researchers, writers and journalists — should be personally involved and motivated to contribute the best of their talents toward the development and promotion of the culture of peace system. The media should often confer with peace culture researchers, and their ideas and views should be exposed and made available to all. In addition, they should be given ample opportunity to launch and expose their creations and research. 
     Another main challenge facing telecommunications and the media at the dawn of the twenty-first century, is to consider contributions to peace “newsworthy.” There should be a balanced coverage of peace news, and not merely a focusing on the sensational reporting of violence and crime, that often presents an inflated negative view of society, and is a deformation of reality and normalcy. The media should also cover the aspects of society and culture that are positive and constructive, such as peace literature, poetry and drama, and expose writers, poets, playwrights and artists.

     In our era of globalization, there is a new wave of global culture spreading all over the world, parallel to the spread of global international relations, markets, information and technology. However, unfortunately, at this stage, the emerging globalized culture is more influenced by the predominance of violence than by peace and harmony. The media also powerfully influences the political atmosphere, and it can create the necessary climate that enables governments to reach peace agreements more easily. 
     In his “Ethical Code of the Media,” Sergio Tripi, editor of GNA: The Good News Agency (Rome, Italy), discusses the effect of the media on various aspects of life, and emphasizes the responsibility of people in this field, “The building of a just and peaceful world is man’s duty, just as man could determine its destruction.” A functional and effective “Ethical Code of the Media”, as part of the framework of a general system of peace culture, can have the power to strengthen the sense of cultural kinship between individuals and toward the whole of humanity.

     The awareness of the oneness of humanity and the consciousness of common values and norms in all cultures, can promote the new identity of the “global citizen,” in addition to an identity according to a particular culture. There is a dynamic balance and a symbiotic enrichment of both levels when they come in contact with each other. Telecommunications and the media can indeed promote the advancement towards global identification and unity within diversity. 
     Thus, the electronic media, has to aim at healing our planet of the violent characteristics, terror and wars, which are infesting it in many parts of the world, where violence is often erroneously equated to strength. A conscientious, balanced and responsible media, based on a culture of peace system and network, can help to change all that.
5.
THE ROLE OF PEACE LITERATURE 
“I am the enemy you killed my friend!” Strange Meeting, Wilfred Owen
The literature and the arts we come into contact with, are an important part of our lives, — however, society does not give to their contents and impact enough attention. Johan Galtung, in his enlightening article “ Not A Question of When, but How -- Some Roads to Cultural Integration for Peace,” asks relevant questions concerning how to create and spread a culture of peace. The answer to these questions should be — the building and developing of a powerful and influential peace culture system and network, that would globally and nationally spread the culture of peace at all levels. 
     There should be a thorough exploration of what has already been achieved globally and in national cultures, that can help the building of a climate of peace. Despite the fact that our global village is affected by cultural upheavals and splits caused by conflicts, wars, and disparities in development and standards of living, peace culture treasures exist in all civilizations. They have developed at different periods of history, and in different regions, and they should be used in the present, for reinforcing the common cultural bonds of humankind, and the new global citizen consciousness. Those multicultural collected peace works can furthermore constitute important stepping — stones toward further peace culture developments.
     Various valuable classical literary creations that have stood the test of time, such as Rabindranath Tagore's philosophical poems, Wilfred Owen's peace poetry, Jubran Khalil Jubran's “The Prophet,” and Leo Tolstoy's “War and Peace," and many other valuable creative works should be widely presented to audiences around the world, through satellite and television, and utilized in education at all levels. Peace culture research studies of world literature, could also highlight new angles of peace themes in great classical drama, as for instance the powerful condemnation of violence and war, in the works of Shakespeare, such as Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, and Othello. 
     We find involvement and messages of peace in all cultures and in all religions. In the Bible we can find: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger of good tidings that announces peace!” (Isaiah 52), in the Koran: “He who walks with peace — walk with him!” (Sura 48), and in our own times, Pope John Paul II admonishes: “War is a defeat for humanity. Only in peace and through peace can respect for human dignity and its inalienable rights be guaranteed.”
     The theme of peace is an important element in contemporary literature. New peace books, like for instance, the historical novel: From the Nile to the Jordan, on peace in the Middle East, and the biography of the peace heroine Thea Wolf, in: Not in Vain: An Extraordinary Life, should be explored, promoted, and used. The latter book describes the cooperation of Jews and Arabs in Egypt, in saving refugees from Nazi Europe, during the Second World War. This cooperation that took place in the recent past should be made known, as it gives hope for a cooperation in the present between Israelis and Arab/ Palestinians. 
     Governmental institutions, NGO's, and the large public, should be made aware of the power of arts and culture in the pursuit of peace, to 1) render the world a safer place to live in 2) to enrich ethical standards and to “repair the world,” while promoting its democratic structure and freedom. 
     This view of a constructive, ethical, and harmonious culture does not imply an escapist or unrealistic attitude. On the contrary, the underlying sources and grievances of people and nations should be thoroughly investigated and addressed, not only through social and political measures, but also through the projection of effective cultural programs: films, art, literature, and drama, about the real lives, experience and problems of real people. 
     In his influential book Education Through Art, the English poet and critic, Herbert Read, a pioneer in the development of the concept of peace through the arts, presents a view of human nature as capable of cooperative activity, mutual respect, and close communal relationships. His premises are that literature and the arts are the best tools for values and moral virtue. A function of literature and the arts in society and education, Read explains, is to expand human responsibility, ethical values, capacities and potentialities. He criticizes the over-emphasis and over-grading of science and technology at the expense of the humanities. And he points out to the over emphasis of abstract reasoning and the disregard of the “emotive wisdom”, or what is termed today EQ (Emotional Quotient), versus IQ (Intelligence Quotient). According to Read, thoughts, emotions, imagination and vision that can be expressed and acquired through literature and the arts, are more important than abstract ideas, for they involve not only the mind but also the heart. He also sees aesthetics as a constituent of ethical and moral education, and throughout his work the ethical and aesthetical are intimately linked. 
     Read considers culture, literature and the arts, as the means by which the deepest levels of the mind combine with the deepest levels of the heart and soul, when expressed through great works of literature and art. He also believes that the moral function of art and of literary education is to unite all humanity in a common bond and common ideals. Read's theory and conception of a strong global bond of humankind through literature and the arts, should be at the basis of the new peace culture system.
     To create this bond between nations is especially important in the case of former enemies, as the access to the culture and literature of the “other” can overcome mistrust and fears, and open doors, minds and hearts, in a radical way. When conflicting parties or former opponents have the chance to understand each other through their culture, they succeed to touch deep levels of their identities which gives them better chances of creating bridges of reconciliation, common interests and comprehension. 
     Translation of literary works can play an important role by allowing former opponents to penetrate windows of different realities, views, and conceptions. Translation of great literature and poetry, and making it globally available, can moreover demonstrate common themes, and the basic oneness and similarity of humankind. It is therefore important that institutions for translation of peace works should be founded nationally and globally.
6. COMMITTED CULTURE

“Could I have but a line a century hence, crediting a contribution to the advance of peace, I would gladly yield every honor which has been accorded me in war.”  General Douglas MacArthur - Waves of Peace
Writers are often termed the “consciousness of the people” as in T.S. Eliot's words, as they usually frankly express their thoughts and feelings and their views on life and society in their works. However, there is sometimes a certain irrational reticence among writers and publishers of what is erroneously looked upon as undesirable “artistic didacticism.” Some writers are afraid to be called “engaged writers” and they therefore shy away from involvement. However, being committed does not mean that the writer has been commissioned by some authority other than himself. His commitment to society, comes from his own consciousness and his will to contribute of his creative skills to depict the world faithfully and strive to better it. 
     The strong yearning for peace around the world, is so much an integral part of peoples' lives, that it can justifiably become a significant theme in literature and art. If writers, artists, dramatists and poets, fearfully refrain from expressing their own real inner feelings and thoughts in relation to their life experience, and to major subjects involving society, like war and peace, they become escapists, and thus fail to produce great and important works of art. 
     Writers, artists and other intellectuals, should be encouraged to courageously confront critical issues and to consider needed amendments of modern society and the world. They should become the arrowheads of those urgently needed reforms, for they have the power to enlighten the people, and “when people move, leaders will follow.” Writers should also be encouraged to tackle the problems of sustained existence, in a free and democratic atmosphere. 
     Writers living at insecure periods threatened by the evils of conflicts, terror and war, cannot write about love without expressing their haunting fears for the beloved,as Wilfred Owen, the British peace poet does, in his moving anti-war poetry. They would be untrue to their emotions, their psychological predicament and to their experience of life, if they did. If, under these circumstances, they decide to take an uninvolved and disengaged attitude, and to toe the line accordintg to the dictate to write only for “art's sake” and to detach themselves from “humanity's sake,” their art would probably be diminished in importance and in artistic value. A responsible and committed attitude towards humanity and the real problems of our lives and times, can increase the greatness of art and its influence on society. 

     Attention to the creative building of peace culture by outstanding committed writers, could be motivated, rewarded and promoted by prestigious prizes and awards. For instance, as there is a Nobel Prize for Peace, and one for Literature, it is suggested to make a link of both, and add a Nobel Prize for “Peace Literature,” and another for “Peace Art.”

7.
PEACE CULTURE EDUCATION
“I’m sure that someday children in schools will study the history of the men who made war as you study an absurdity. They’ll be shocked, just as today we’re shocked with cannibalism.”                          Golda Meir (Prime Minister of Israel)
The attitude towards education has an important effect on society as a whole, for the dilemmas that confront the education system are a microcosm of the contradictions and struggles of the whole of society. The promotion of a Culture of Peace through education is therefore of central importance in trying to establish the dynamics that mark the interplay between society and peace. 
     Education provides an important channel for the creation of an influential and effective peace culture. Peace education includes contacts with different cultures and conflict resolution through non-violent means. Literature and the arts are also important educational means which can foster consciousness and sensitivity to lacks and deficiencies in the world around us, and promote willingness to take creative action to build a better world.
     The growing expanding dimensions of communication technology offers various new opportunities and directions for contacts between people, and promotion of peace education. Recognizing the importance of this new trend, UNESCO convened a conference on “The Impact of Information and Communication Technologies on Teaching and Teachers,” (Khvilon, Patru, 1997), in order to strengthen international co-operation and international understanding. More conferences of this kind for the pursuit of peace through teaching, should be convened, nationally and globally, and for all disciplines.

     The subject of peace has received unsufficient attention in school and college programs, and no serious research has been conducted on the role that literature and the arts can play in peace education. It is desirable that ministries of education globally and regionally, should include peace studies and peace culture as required subjects at all levels of schooling and at universities.
     Curricula should pay attention to the events that mark our era, such as the emergence of wars and terror, and address the necessity of the building of a peace culture that can counteract them. Peace educators should also carry out programs that would give young people a vision of a future view of a possible world beyond war.
     Peace culture should be considered as a central value and should inspire and influence all aspects of education. Violence in most cases, arises from the mistaken notion that force is the only way that can solve conflicts. The study of peace culture would demonstrate that it is otherwise, and it should be applied to all subjects concerning human relations. In the teaching of history, attention should be given to the factors and policies that lead to the successful conclusion of peace treaties, and not concentrate mainly on the waging of wars.

     Good historical novels can help to understand complex situations. The two sides of the conflict should be presented in a lively and convincing way, and peace books, such as From the Nile to the Jordan, delineating the “Second Exodus” of the Jews from Egypt in the twentieth century, are a good means to present this. 
     In the study of literature, anthologies on the Culture of Peace should be used as textbooks to teach conflict resolution through culture and the arts. The IFLAC Anthologies: “A Song to Life and to World Peace,” as well as New Waves: In Memory of Yitzhak Rabin, and The Culture of Peace Anthology, are possible examples that can be used in schools, colleges and universities for the teaching of peace studies and peace education. 

     The attitude towards peace in education programs in various parts of the world, often reflect the tension between the fear of weakening traditional values, and the need for openness. Established ideological and religious influences, attempting to maintain their leading positions, are not necessarily for peace, or for the teaching of peace, and prefer to assert their national identity and exclusive roles. Universities in some parts of the world, are unfortunately ideal recruiting grounds for fundamentalism and extremists. Colleges and universities should be open to other cultures, and attuned to the adopting of a “Peace Culture” curriculum, in which fundamentalist influences and violent trends could be abated.
     Educational institutions should establish departments of “Literary Peace Studies,” nationally and internationally and they should be empowered to function as initiators of cultural bridges among nations. They could also promote the publication of periodicals and journals, including Electronic Peace Journals. One of the electronic journals that is used by schools, colleges and universities is: IPRA's Horizon Pave Peace, and the IFLAC_USA website. 
     Competitions for the writing of peace literature, film-scripts, poetry, and plays, for children and students, in the framework of peace education, as well as awarding prizes, could have an advantageous and high payoff. Books, cassettes, and videos displaying various aspects, including entertainment based on peace literature and the arts, should be produced. These should present in an attractive manner the various themes and aspects of the peace culture system, as well as its advantages. Peace literature and peace culture educational resources should be collected, researched and studied in global and regional educational institutions, and disseminated through satellite and telecommunications over the world.
8.
WOMEN BUILDING A WORLD BEYOND WAR AND VIOLENCE

“As a woman, my country is the whole world…”  Virginia Woolf 
There is a close link between peace and gender. Women give life and are on the side of life, and they are more inclined to support attitudes and policies conducive to the preservation of life. Women have expressed themselves accordingly throughout history. Jehan Sadat, wife of the late President Sadat of Egypt, wrote in her letter to “The Bridge: Jewish and Arab Women for Peace in the Middle East” published in “Women Creating A World Beyond War and Violence”: “I firmly believe that woman, as a mother, a wife, a daughter and a sister, can play an active role in protecting humanity from the horrors, dangers and damages of war. I do wish that the word 'War' would be cancelled from the dictionary of human relations.” 

     In our era characterized by profound shifts in social relations, increasing the participation of women in key positions, as in Scandinavia, would help in the effort to create a world beyond war. The Russian writer, Tatyana Mamonova writes: “Women give life and appreciate life… they are organically against war, and they can really save the world if they are permitted to play an equally active part in government.”

     Women also have the ability to regard themselves as citizens of the world, and they mourn for every child who is killed in wars. In this context, the Palestinian women leader, Sai'da Nusseibeh, writing about the Palestinian Israeli Conflict, says: “all the mosques, synagogues and churches in the world — are not worth the blood of one killed child.” If the men leaders too would think and feel like her and understand that the sanctity of life is above all, there would be better chances for peace in the Middle East and in the world.

     The question of involvement of women in the promotion of peace, cannot be separated from the broader question of relationships between women and men in all spheres of life. An increased contribution of women to peace, requires the elimination of discriminatory practices and violence against them. Abusive practices against women are still rampant in our world — as those against the women in Afghanistan by the oppressive Taliban — who have fortunately recently been overthrown. These discriminatory practices are justified in the context of cultural norms, religious beliefs and unfounded theories and assumptions. Whatever its political or religious system, a society patterned on dominance inevitably gives rise to such distortions of power as discrimination and violence against women. The building and promotion of a culture of peace can help in overcoming such dominance and discrimination and violence against women.

     Women can be a tremendous force, for they are more than half the citizens of the world. If the women of the world unite, together with all the democratic men who yearn for a world beyond war, peace would have a better chance. If they can succeed in reaching peak positions in relation to their fates, and hold equal key positions in governments, municipalities, educational institutions, the violence against them would eventually disappear. Their contribution to the culture of peace through their creative power, would then freely flourish and be a benefit to the building of the culture of peace, and to the whole of humanity.
     Women are a good ally for promoting the culture of peace peace through their creative efforts. A new book describing women's contribution to peace, especially in the Middle East, titled “Women Creating A World Beyond War and Violence,” has recently been published, and it is used in peace education programs, and in women studies departments. It depicts several important aspects of women's struggle for peace through their activities, research, articles, poems, stories, letters and pictures. This book shows the power of women to creatively build a world beyond war, and that there is no greater challenge in the world today than that of living in peace, respect, and harmony with one's neighbors. 
     Among the various subjects covered by this new book is also a description of a quarter of a century of peace activity by: “IFLAC - LENA (formerly called The Bridge): Jewish and Arab/Palestinian Women for Peace in the Middle-East”, the first movement of its kind in Israel. It also includes, among other important documents, a correspondence with Mrs. Jehan Sadat, wife of the late President of Egypt, Anwar Sadat, as well as a section on: “The Four Mothers'”organization, and their successful campaign “Leave Lebanon In Peace”, and “Poems from Lebanon,” inspired by moving letters that protest against war written by Israeli soldiers while they were still in Lebanon. 

     Women's organizations all over the world, such as LENA - BRIDGE, UNIFEM and WILPF, are struggling for their basic right to live in peace, and to attain fully equal rights in society. Will women succeed to be at the summit of their fate? Will the media, worldwide, give women's struggle for peace and equality, the backing, coverage, and credit they deserve? With determination, vision and united action, it could indeed become possible. If the women of the world unite, under the umbrella of a resourceful and effective “culture of peace system”, which could have its special women's branch — their vision of a equality and of a world beyond war, could indeed become a reality.

9.
CONCLUDING REMARKS
“Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants! We know more about war than we do about peace. We know more about killing than we do about living … It is not the magnitude of the problem that is the great obstacle. It is our colossal indifference to it.”  General Omar Bradley

Building a global “Culture of Peace System,” is a major requisite today. The Roman saying: “If you want peace — prepare for war,” should be replaced by: “If you want peace — prepare for peace.” A challenge at the beginning of this new millennium is to search out appropriate strategies for the elimination of terror, violence and war, as a means of solving conflicts, and encourage a peaceful society. The building of an effective “Culture of Peace System”, based on literature and the arts in the pursuit of peace, can help in the attainment of these important goals, creating bridges of understanding and respect between nations and civilizations. A successful and influential global and national culture of peace network, can guide humankind in making the world a secure place from wars, violence and terror. 

     There should be a reform of governance and financial support of culture and of NGO's promoting the culture of peace, as well as of women's organizations for peace. The building of a regional and global culture of peace that would create an atmosphere conducive to peacemaking and to promote a world beyond war, is yearned for by all the people in our global village. An innovative comprehensive peace culture system, that includes: literature, art, philosophy, and the media, which involve both regional and global levels, should have a high priority in the agendas of national and international institutions all over the world.
     Modern telecommunications technology can facilitate the development of harmonious inter-cultural relations, and strengthen the bond and dialogue between different civilizations. It can also promote the consciousness of a new global citizenship, based on a shared peace culture, literature and arts. With commitment, determination and vision, it is indeed possible to create and promote a resourceful, effective and influential new ethical culture of peace. This colossal task should be considered one of the major goals of humankind at the commencement of our third millennium.
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