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2001 CONFERENCE REPORT
Creating the Culture of Peace

2nd IFLAC International Conference
The International Forum For The LITERATURE AND Culture of Peace

Landmark Park Royal Hotel, Sydney, Australia – October 5-7, 2001

The Woolloomooloo Conference Room

Never doubt that a small group of committed people can change the world, indeed, it is the only thing that ever did.    ( Margaret Mead)

Committee: 

Ada Aharoni: Founder and President of IFLAC

Rosemary Wilkinson: President of WAAC - World Academy of Arts and Culture

Yvette Negrine: First Secretary General of IFLAC in Australia

Katherine Johnson: Director of IFLAC PAVE in Sydney

Chaim Aharoni: Steering Committee

Goro Ihara: IFLAC Coordinator, Japan

Christopher Charles: Director of IFLAC in Haiti

DAY 1, FRIDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2001
08:00-09:00
Registration

09:00-10:00
Building Bridges Through Conflict Resolution and Culture
Opening Address: 

Prof. Ada Aharoni, Founder of IFLAC PAVE PEACE
Chairperson Ada Aharoni extended a warm welcome to all Delegates to the Conference, acknowledging IFLAC Members at the Conference, from Australia, Israel, USA, Japan, Korea, South Africa, and Haiti, and Participants at the Conference from the various fields (including Literature, Poetry, Education, Health, Politics, and the Media). She observed that their presence and participation at this Conference, reflected the importance attached to Peace building, durable Peace and Sustainable Development. Noting the goals for the Conference and referring to IFLAC PAVE PEACE overall aims, she underscored its commitment to Peace Building in the Middle East and in the world.

She gratefully acknowledged the General Consul of Israel, Mr. Ben Mattatyahu's support of IFLAC's Sydney 2001 Conference, his interest and efforts for peace building, and his and Ruth's kind invitation of the Conference participants to a Farewell Party in his home. She particularly welcomed the Director of the new IFLAC Branch in Haiti, Professor and poet Christophe Charles, and congratulated him on the forming of the 10 people committee that he has organized to represent his country, as part of the global IFLAC.

She drew attention to the devastating impact of armed conflicts, terrorism and other forms of violence on entire communities, and condemned the disastrous recent attack on the Twin Towers in New York and the Pentagon in Washington on September 11, 2001, and the continuous terror attacks of suicide bombers in Israel. The IFLAC Sydney Conference on "Creating A Culture of Peace", is in several ways, a response to terrorism. The world will never be the same again after the horrendous attack on the Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, and on thousands of innocent human beings, and the Conference will address the reality of the new situation. " We embrace the victims of this atrocious violence, and of all violence and terrorism, in deep grief, and express our hope that the perpetrators of such an inhuman act will be brought to justice. To build and spread a world Culture of Peace, instead of a culture of violence, can help to uproot the very basis of terrorism. " Armed conflicts promote circles of violence which have affected all sectors of our communities. She called for concerted efforts and effective strategies to stop and prevent recurrence of armed conflicts and other forms of violence in the Middle East and in the world.

She observed that IFLAC 2001 Conference, offered an opportune occasion to address critical issues and challenges, in order to replace circles of violence with a Culture of Peace. She expressed the hope that Conference Delegates will engage in productive discussions which can involve more Participants in dialogue on non-violence, peaceful conflict resolution and positive transformation. This, she pointed out, is a vital point of departure to identify strategies for addressing issues pertaining to peace building, durable peace and sustainable development. She expressed the hope that all Conference Delegates and Participants actively engage in peace building, acting as researchers and agents of Peace.

Greetings were delivered by:


Ephraim Ben - Matityahu - General Consul of Israel


Rosemary Wilkinson - President WAAC, World Academy of Arts and Culture


Katherine Johnson LLB - Sydney Pave Peace Director
Consul General in Sydney, Mr. Ephraim Ben Mattityahu 

He welcomed the delegates of IFLAC and participants of the Conference, and highlighted the position that everyone has a role to play in peace building. He expressed his gratitude to Prof. Ada Aharoni for organizing such a timely conference, and for her involvement in international peace building efforts. 

He noted the need for timely research, to provide relevant and necessary information which can be utilized in peace building in our global village. He pinpointed the historical aspects of peace building, and also expressed concern regarding the fact that sometimes, research findings, peace literature and culture, are just kept on book shelves. In some instances, research findings are eventually considered by governments, when it is already too late. This, he noted, results in wastage of scarce resources, and conferences like this one, can highlight the importance of the building of a global 

Dr. Rosemary Wilkinson, President WAAC and WCP

Her address was very moving, as she represented the USA people, who 

as she said, "have lost their innocence," and are now wide awake to the 

dangers of terrorism, after September 11. "Why shouldn't little Israel exist?" she asked. "Bin Laden, beware, President Bush will get you!" On behalf of the WAAC and the WCP: the World Congress of Poets, she expressed "very sincere welcome to all the Delegates and Participants of the IFLAC Conference".

She commended Ada Aharoni for initiating this important and timely conference, and thanked the IFLAC International Committee for organizing it. She observed that peace poets and peace researchers spread across Institutions in different countries and that a fruitful collaboration is developing with similar Organizations. Israel, she pointed out, is well placed and has the potential to play a key role in promoting global Peace Culture, Literature, Poetry and Education. She explained that as we live in what has become a global village, "we are in an inseparable network. What affects one or some communities in the global village, indirectly affects all". 

Katherine Johnson LLB, Sydney Pave Peace Director

She observed that the conference offers us the golden opportunity to focus on the critical issues of Conflict Resolution and peace building, subjects that are very close to our hearts. It enjoins us to explore the roles of conflict resolution through culture, peace research and education in this challenging conference.

She noted elements in Conflict Resolution and Peace Building: reducing and resolving violent conflicts through peaceful means, preventing outbreak or recurrence of conflicts, and establishing a harmonious environment for sustainable peace. She recommended the adoption of policies, programmes and strategies, which promote transparency, accountability, and peaceful resolution of conflicts. 
The FIRST PANEL and Discussion was on:

Constructing Peace Among People in the Middle East 

Chaim Aharoni spoke about: Roots, Perspectives and Possible Solutions, and Ruth Ben-Matityahu: The Tragedy of Children Soldiers. 

After the Panel two special women were Honored: 
The first was Dr Stella Cornelius, Director Conflict Resolution Network (Website: www.crnhq.org), and she was introduced by Michelle Brenner. 
The Honoring of Stella Cornelius, a staunch developer of CR: Conflict Resolution, included an interview by Ada Aharoni, who asked her 6 questions pertaining to her peace work. The answers to the 6 following questions were enlightening and illuminating:

Here follow the six questions, which have universal application.

 Do you feel Conflict Resolution makes a significant difference?

 What draw you to the field?

 What part has poetry, literature, the arts in your chosen field?

 What sort of conflicts does the Conflict Resolution Network deal with?

Is it lonely work? How do you protect yourself from burn-out?

During the honoring of Yvette Negrine, First IFLAC Pave Peace Secretary General, she shared with the participants her experience of planting the roots of the organization in Sydney, with the aid of Katherine Johnson. She also related the story of her brave "Second Exodus" from Egypt, together with all the Jewish community there, after the State of Israel was established, and the Jewish community had to leave. With her family she came to Australia, where she found a warm home. The fact that Jews and Arabs lived on harmonious terms in Egypt, gave her the impetus that it is possible to renew the same kind of "entente" in the present. 

14:30-16:30
Two Workshops 

1) Is A World Beyond War Possible? Paving Peace Through World IFLAC: Goals, Processes, Strategies. 


Moderator: Ada Aharoni 

2) Peace and Me


Moderators: Katherine Johnson and Michelle Brenner

19:00-22:00
Artistic Programme


Presentations of Peace Poetry, Story Telling, and Songs by participants.


Ada Aharoni, Rosemary Wilkinson, Goro Ihara, Christophe Charles, Ditsa Kourtchi, Fred Seligson, Katherine Lane, and others

DAY 2, SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2001

08:00-09:00
Breakfast, Registration

09:00-11:30
Roundtable - Chair: Ivor Epstein


Paving the Culture of Peace in our Global Village, Following the Suicide Bombers' Attack on New York and Washington
IFLAC Directors suggested possibilities applicable to their own countries, and to the global village. The Roundtable was followed by Questions and discussions.

Greetings and Respondent: Christopher Charles: IFLAC Director in Haiti. 

12:00-13:00
PANEL: Peace Culture


Chair and Opening: Chaim Aharoni:


Cultural Elements Promoting Attainment and Maintenance of Peaceful Relations


Husametin Olgun's paper on: Creating the Culture of Peace, was read

Anne Marie Maxwell: Peace Education in South Africa
15:00-16.30

Roundtable - Chair: Terence Foltyn 


A Dialogue Between Generations on Peace in the Middle East: 


Paul Hadida, Audrey Smith, Ariel Jankelson, Niv Bar-Gai

The Second Exodus of the Jews from Egypt, was presented by Ivor Epstein

16:30-18:00
Workshops 


1) Women Creating Peace - Ditza Kourtchi


2) Squashed Creativity - Mishka Jambor
19:00-21:00
Artistic Presentations: International Peace Songs, Poetry and Stories presented by Participants

DAY 3, SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2001 

9:00-10:30
Chair: Kathy Lane. Adriana Sukamto: The Implications of Religious Conflicts for the Regional Security of Southeast Asia


Mishka Jambor: The Pluralistic Identity


Fred Seligson:   Poetry and Peace
10:30-12:30
Open Discussion - Chair: Abe Segal: The Importance of Creating A Peace Culture in the Global Media, Television and Satellite 

Introduction of the IFLAC PAVE PEACE PROJECTS:

1) Turn Off Violence on TV:
The Turn Off Violence on TV Campaign
IFLAC: The International Forum for the Culture of Peace, has launched a new global campaign: "Turn Off Violence on TV," following "The Ethical Code of the Media" launched by Sergio Tripi, editor of the "Good News Agency." This code calls upon the world media to abide by ethical and objective standards, and to equally cover the good aspects of life and of human experience. Unfortunately, this code is often ignored on the electronic media, especially when abominably violent films are daily projected on television all around the world, which have a bad influence on society.

The "Turn Off Violence on TV" campaign calls on world governments, and on the citizens of the world who abhore violence and regard it as a danger to humanity, to stop its influence on the electronic media. Citizens of the world are recommended to write to their local and national television stations, and to the sponsors and directors of violent films, and to warn them that they will not watch their films filled with shootings, homicide, blood and murder anymore. Violence and murder are only a small part of human experience, and by all means, not the most interesting or beneficial. Television sponsors were warned that if they do not want to lose their money, they should air good and exciting films that present the real problems of life, that build society and not destroy it.

The first responses to this innovative campaign coming both from TV companies, and from NGO's and associations, as well as from individuals from England, Italy, India, Canada and Israel, are very promising. Ada Aharoni suggested to the IFLAC delegates and participants, to introduce this project in all their various countries.

 2) The Ban-War Project and Petition, was introduced and explained by Abe Segal, and participants signed the Petition.

14:30-16:30
PLENARY: Resolutions, Announcement of the next IFLAC-Rabin Conference in London (14th - 17th March, 2002), and Election of IFLAC World Board.

Moving a vote of thanks, Christophe Charles expressed gratitude to the Conference Organizers, He commended Ada Aharoni, IFLAC Chairperson, for her work and commitment to IFLAC's goals of peace building in the global village.
17:00-18:00
Concluding Artistic Programme.
At 19.30 Gracious Invitation of Participants to a Cocktail Party, by Ruth and Ephraim Ben Matityahu.

CONCLUSIONS of the IFLAC PAVE PEACE SYDNEY CONFERENCE

Among the suggestions and resolutions were:

· The need to enhance the commitment of citizens to a culture of peace and to build their capacity and participation in peace building. 

· The need to combine conflict resolution with social and economic empowerment in a simultaneous manner. 

· The need to strengthen human rights observance as a vehicle for peace. 

· The need to address the complex issues of what an appropriate form of democratic governance is.

· The need to pay particular attention to the principles of good neighborliness without converting this into a relationship of mutual reinforcement of dictatorship and oppression. 

· The need to ensure respect of international law and international agreements.

It was emphasized by the participants that to promote peace culture and peace building, there is a need to carefully review the root causes of many violent conflicts, and to careful chart out options for the way forward to sustainable peace and development.

Ada Aharoni thanked all the participants, and invited them to the IFLAC RABIN conference in London. 
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Prof. Ada Aharoni
57  Horev Street, Haifa, Israel, 34343

Tel: +972-4-8243230   Fax: +972-4-8261288

 adah@matav.net.il      http://tx.technion.ac.il/~ada/home.htm 

