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MEPRA: MIDDLE EAST PEACE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 2008<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0 Transitional//EN">
The MEPRA Statutes were accepted and unanimously voted and ratified by the IFLAC Board and General Assembly 2008  in Haifa, Israel.

BACKGROUND
The Middle East, a complex and conflicted area for many years, can benefit from a Peace Research regional association. The proposed MEPRA Statutes delineated below, are based on the General IFLAC Statutes. In addition, they add a new important and innovative angle of research, that of "Peace Culture and Communications".  Constructive collaboration and comments  by several  IFLAC  council members have been taken into consideration and  consequently introduced.
MISSION

MEPRA will be dedicated to academic peace research on the Middle East.  

ACTIVITIES

MEPRA will expand its activities in the first stage, across the regions: Israel, Palestine, Jordan, and Egypt.  When it develops, and funds permit, the research will be extended to additional regions.  

The main research and activities will be divided into six major proposed categories:

1) Academic research. Lectures, Workshops, and Educational programs, based on the 

2) results of the research.Publications:  The  IFLAC : HORIZON PAVE PEACE Internet Magazine (Nos. 1 - 5 have been published, and more than 1700  online IFLAC daily Digests.)

b) WAVES OF PEACE: Anthology, Books  and Textbooks in English, Hebrew and Arabic, covering Peace Culture and Peace  Research in the Middle East, have been  published.

3) International MEPRA Conventions will be affiliated to the IFLAC Conferences.

4) MEPRA Peace Radio, and Television Interviews will be introduced.

5) Televised Satellite MEPRA Peace Programs, will be aired on the IFLAC PCTV: The International Peace Culture Television by Satellite.

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

The MEPRA World  Board will consist of international experts in peace research, strategic studies, conflict resolution,  peace culture, communications, and literary research.

COOPERATION

MEPRA plans to involve researchers from various highly professional academic organizations, as well as expert individual peace researchers.

PLACE: “MEPRA: The Middle East Peace Research Association,” will be established  in Haifa, in conjunction with an appropriate research institute, or university, having available funds for organizational matters.

MEPRA  STATUTES 2008

Article  1 - Name 
The name of the Association is: the Middle East Peace Research Association, hereafter called MEPRA. 

Article 2 - Nature 
MEPRA is a voluntary non-profit Association of peace researchers, educators, sociologists, scientists, and cultural communications and  media researchers, cooperating for scientific and cultural peace research purposes, pertaining to the Middle East, and to the world. 

Article 3 - Purpose
The purpose of MEPRA is to advance research, including interdisciplinary research, into the causes of war and other forms of violence in the Middle East, and to explore ways and conditions for the promotion of peace  and reconciliation.  MEPRA will seek world-wide cooperation and support designed to assist the advancement of peace research and the promotion of research on peace culture and communications in the Middle East.  

In Particular, Mepra will endeavour :

1.  To promote national and international research, studies, teaching and activities relating to the pursuit of peace in the Middle East.

2.  To facilitate contacts between researchers, scholars, educators, and creative and media researchers, throughout the Middle East and elsewhere.

 3.  To encourage the international dissemination of results of research and activities in the field, and of objective information on development of peace research in the Middle East.

Article  4 - Diversity 
MEPRA, as an organization, is fully committed to the principles of equity and diversity, based on geographical representations, genders, races, classes, religions, cultures, political perspectives, and areas of expertise in research, including policy, strategies, cultural research, education, and peace activities.

Article  5  - Activities 

MEPRA is a Project and Affiliate of IFLAC: The international Forum for the Literature and Culture of Peace.
To achieve its purposes, MEPRA will engage full cooperation with IFLAC Activities, and, as far as possible, it will work in close cooperation with various organizations, such as UNESCO, the UN, and the European Community,  in such activities as: 

· The organization of international and interdisciplinary symposiums, and conventions.

· Assistance in the co-ordination of peace research in different countries of the Middle East, and in the world, including the exchange of researchers, scientists, writers, lecturers, and communication and media researchers. 

· Support of existing scientific peace journals and literary magazines, including electronic journals and magazines devoted to peace research.  The establishment of national and regional peace research institutes, councils and associations. Awards for excellency in peace research, communications research, and creative peace works. The publication of various scientific studies on the Middle East, and the proceedings of MEPRA conventions.

· Directing the attention of researchers, scientists, writers, literary critics, artists, the electronic media: radio, TV, satellite, and internet, to aspects of peace research and peace culture education, that require new channels of research, investigation and creative peace initiatives.  To strive to render the Media, Peace News and Peace Culture Research newsworthy, and regularly covered by the regional and international media. 

Article 6 -  Anthology, Internet Magazine and Newsletter 
Publications of MEPRA,  will include: 1) the Electronic Magazine: IFLAC- HORIZON: PAVE PEACE,  2) the Anthology NEW WAVES, 
and 3) the Yearly MEPRA Newsletter. 4. The online daily IFLAC Digest. Membership to the Association includes a subscription to the above. 

Article 7 - Members 
MEPRA shall include: individual scholars and writers, scientific institutions and scientific associations.  The yearly fee for registration and to be a member of IFLAC - is $25. 

Article 8 - The General Conference 
General Conventions shall be held every second year, at the same time as the  IFLAC General Conference, and in the same venue. They will include a  Scientific Research Program, a Board Meeting, a Council Meeting, and an Administrative Meeting. 

Article 9 - The Administrative Meeting of the General Conference 
The Meeting of the Board and the Administrative Meeting shall hear and approve the report of activities and the financial report of the Secretary General, and any other report the MEPRA Council shall deem appropriate to submit to it. 

The Administrative Meeting shall elect the Secretary General, the Executive Committee, and the MEPRA Council. The terms of both shall begin immediately and continue until the next Administrative Meeting. 

The Administrative Meeting of the General Conference shall determine the  policy of  the MEPRA Association. Any individual or corporate member, whose membership fees are not in arrears, shall have one vote. Representatives voting for corporate members must bear credentials from the corporate members. 

Article  10 - The MEPRA Council 
The MEPRA Council shall consist of no more than twenty elected members. Ex officio members are  the IFLAC President, Secretary General, and the MEPRA Newsletter - Digest Editor. The Council shall advise the Executive Committee  on important questions. 

Article 11 - The Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee shall consist of five members, elected by the Council from its members. The Executive Committee shall determine the policy matters of MEPRA between the General Conferences, give general directions to the Secretary General, and assist him or her in their implementation. 

Article 12 – The Founder - President of MEPRA – Prof. Ada Aharoni

Will  conduct the activities and ideals of MEPRA. She shall consult with the Executive Committee and keep the Council informed. 

Article  13 - Regional Associations and Councils 

Other Regional Peace Research Associations or Councils, of the various International IFLAC Branches, may be established or associated with MEPRA by decision of the Administrative Meeting.

Article 14 - MEPRA Commissions 
MEPRA Commissions may be created and supported by decision of the Executive Committee, and the Council, which are also empowered to dissolve them. 

Article 15 - Nominations and Elections 
Any member of MEPRA may make a nomination for  the MEPRA Council, provided that it is made in writing at least 10 days prior to the opening of the Administrative Meeting, that it clearly states who makes the nomination, and that the nominee has agreed to be nominated.  Paid members are  eligible for election.  All elections take place by secret ballot. 

Article 16 - Finance 
The financial resources of IFLAC - MEPRA shall include Annual dues ($25), to be contributed by the members. The yearly amount may be changed, and the Executive Committee and the Council shall determine it.  Funds and contributions from the UN, UNESCO, the European Community and the World Bank, will be solicited. Other sources are welcome. 

Article 17 - Languages
The working languages of the Association will be English and those of the region. The application of this principle shall be determined by considerations of practicability and efficiency, and where possible, English will be used. 

Article  18 - Publications 
Decisions as to what publications are to appear under the auspices of  IFLAC - MEPRA,  shall be taken by the Executive Committee. 

Article 19 - Amendment 
These Statutes may be amended by a 2/3 majority of the members present and voting at the Administrative Meeting of a General Conference

 Article 20 - Termination of Membership. 

Membership may be terminated by letter of resignation directed to the President or Secretary  General, or by a decision by the Executive Committee, which may be appealed to the next Administrative Meeting, or automatically by non-payment of membership dues. 

Article 21 - Dissolution 
The decision  to dissolve the Association shall need a 2/3 majority of the members participating in the Administrative Meeting of a Gen. Conference convoked  at least three months in advance. 

Submitted by : Prof. Ada Aharoni, IFLAC - MEPRA Founder - President: The Middle East       Peace Research Association. Website: www.iflac.com     email: iflac@bezeint.net
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